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The WAY to HEAVEN 

Due to ignorance most peopl� have a wrohg- concept of God, although all men 
instinctively know about God. 

· · 

Firstly: Through our conscience God lets us know what is good or bad. But 
. 

. 
. 

we are free to choose. That makes us personally responsible. 
Secondly: Since earliest times God's existence and eternal power have been 

clearly seen, being understood from what has been mad�, so that men are without 
excuse. 

Getting to know God better comes through the reading of His Word. In the 
New Testament we find the answers to all human questions! He who has ears, 
let him hear! 

Hope is lif�. All of us hope for the best
'. 
We all have beliefs. But are our beliefs 

based on Truth? Put your hope in the living God and His promise. Believe Him 
and your hopes shall come true. 

The very big question for.all men is: Why am I here? For what purpose? The. 
answer is: to. find God. To live together as a Father and child. He is calling all of 
us.. But God will not force us. Either we turn to Him or we run fr<rin Him. Either 
we. trust Him or we ignore Him. 

An illustration of God's love: 

Love is patient, love is kind, it does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud,· 
it is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrong, love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth, it always protects, 
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres, love never fails. 

This perfect love is shown to us through His Son Jesus Christ. The Son is the 
radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of HIS BEING,. 

JESUS became Son of man, so that we can become sons of God. He is the only 
perfect man, totally sinless, completely innocent, full of compassion. He has 
healed more broken hearts than the docto1·s have healed broken bodies and He 
still does. 

JESUS, the perfect One, gave His ]if9 for you and me. He died on the cross, 
was buried, but on the 3rd day He rose fr01n the dead: the RESURRECTION! 
HE IS ALIVE! His invitation to us j_s; "Come to me, all you who are weazy and 
burdened, and I will give you rest, take my yolre upon you and learn from me, for 
I am gentle and humble in heart and you will find rest for your soulsn. 

PRAYER: Thank you Lord Jesus, my Saviour, I believe in you and with your help 
I shall follow you and obey your comn1ands, because I simply love you. 



. 

��� •.. 

/n the year.1 30 A.D, the Roman Empire 
was 71SO years old. It included all the 
countries around the Mediterranean, 

from Spain and Galatia to 
£gypt and Syria . 

. 

. 
........ 

•··•··· . 
.. .
.. ·: 

. 

··· ....... . 

....................................... .. 
One day. in the palace �r-tf,e 
Roman Governor Pilate w11o 

commanded the occupying fortes:··· 
•. 

Governor, I saw 
a large crowd 

of people at the 
Jordan river, where a 

certain John the 
Baptist is preaching. 

He's believed to be 
a prophet .. 

...........
. 

... located in Jerusalem; which 
was the capital of Judea in 

Palestine. and belonged to the 
Roman province of Syria. 

He baptizes people and talks 
about the coming of a new 
leader called the Messiah. Mm ... / see another 

leader, who'll recruit 
an army and try to 

drive us Romohs, 
away ... 

They're the only people who cannot be broken.-� 
Emperor Tiberias is giving in to them. When I had dflcorated \ this palace wi�h golaen paintings, displaying our Roman gods. 

It's not the first and won't 
be the last leader. But none has 
succeeded yet in driving us out! 

ne ordered me to remove tliem! 



To these Jews this meant desecroti'1,.q 
their holy city. Any P,ictures of their lfod 

ore strictlylforb,'daen. All our symbols, 
related to our 'Romon Empire ore 

. considered blasphemous. 
�-'----L.._ 

They're a difficult people to rule. 
My job as governor here in Jerusalem is 

the most unp,f easant one 
in the whole empire! 

They don't have to work on the Sabbath day and they're 
a/so permitted to refuse entry to their Temple to all non-Jewish 

people under the pretense of being a chosen people. 

That's right. These 
Jewish peopre are the only 

ones in the whole empire 
who don't have to worship 

our 'Roman gods! 

Oh, this Jerusalem 
temple! What a 

niqhfmare! When 
lJJ0,000 pilgrims 

arrive for the Jewish 
feasts, one must be 

careful! Bef9re you 
know it. thex II cause 

trouble an'd star-t 
a riot. 

We're watching their 
movements from the 
Citadel Antonia and 

can prevent any 
trouble in time. 
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are also wonpering 
about this John the 
Baptist; they intend 

to make an 
investigation 

of their own ... 



The following day. ot the Jordan river. 

Listen
1,all of you: Good News! 

The 1•1essian. the Christ has 
come! .. He will soon reveal himself 

and appear in public ... 

What? Has the Messiah come? 
/-le'// drive away the Romans! 

Liberation at last! The Golden 
Age shall soon begin! 

If I understand 
correot}_Y,, everyp,:ie 
shoufd,cbange h,s. 

heart'arttf serve GoJ 
and oQt himself. 

---.!_ }; 
""; 

I 
9ement :, 

day o God comes 
with him. His 

winnowing fork is in 
his hand to qat!1er the 

whe:i i· ;nt(' h:s barn! 

But he'll burn 
the chaff with 

unquenchable fire! 
'Prep,are the way 

an'd remove all 

· 4 

Luk2 J:1-2 

obstacles and make 
a straight way 

forriim. 

In the fifteenth year ot the reign of Emperor Tiberius Caesar, a 
messaqt' came from God to John (the son of Zacharias), as he was 
living out 1n the deserts. (Pilate was governor over Judea at that 
time; Herod, over Galilee; his brother Philip, over lturea and. 
Trachonitis: Lysanias. over Abilene; Jnd Annas and Caiaphas were 
the Jev,'sh f ligh Priests.) 

l'iiati.hew 3:1-17 
While they were living in Nazareth, John thr Baptist began 
piedcl11ng out in the Judeqn wildemes�. His constant theme v,c1s; 
"Turn frorn your sins ... turn·to God ... for the Kingdom of Heaven is 
coming soon. Isaiah the prophet had told aboul John's ministry 



Are you the man 
who is called: John 

the BaP,tist? Do you 
consiaer yourseJf 

the Cnrist? 

No, I am not the 
Christ. I am not 

even worfhy 
to untie 

His sandals. 

Meanwhile ... 
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We are here to 

. - ' 

investiqate 
for the Jewish 
authorities in 

Jerusalem. the 
High priest 

and the 
-Pharisees. 

I am the voice 
of one callin_q in 

the desert: "1'1\ake 
straigryt f!ie wgy 

for the Lord! 



centuries before! He had written. "I hear a shout from the 
wilderness, 'Prepare·a road for the Lord - straighten out the path 
where He will walk."' John's clothing was woven from camel's hair 
and he wore a leather belt; his food was locusts and wild honey. 
People from Jerusalem and from all over the Jordan Valley, and, in 
fact, from every section of Judea went out to the wilderness to hear 
him preach. And when they confessed their sins, he baptized them 
in the Jordan River. But when he saw many Pharisees and 
Sadducees coming to be baptized, he denounced \hem. "You sons 
of snakes!" he warned. "Who said that you could escape the 
coming wrath of God? Before being baptized, prove that you have 
turned from sin by doing worthy deeds. Don't try to get by as you 
are, thinking, ·we are safe for we are Jews - descendants of 
Abraham.' That proves nothing

1 
God can change these stones here 

into Jews' And even now the axe of God's judgement is poised to 
chop down every unproductive tree. They will be chopped and 
burned. With water I baptize those who repent of their sins; but 
Someone else is coming, far greater than I am. so great that I am 

. not worthy to carry His shoes! He shall baptize you with the Holy 

At that moment a certoin Jesus 
of Nazareth leaves the crowd ... 
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Beware, 
you brood 
of vipers! 

You think ... 

But there is no 
favoritism with G-od. 
The tree is judged by 

its fruits ... voa can 
raise up children of 

Abraham out ofthese 
stones here! 

.... � -

... and steps forwrJrd towards 
John the Baptist and says: 



Spirit and with fire. He will separate the chaff from the grain, 
burning the chaff with never-ending fire, and storing away the 
grain." Then Jesus went from His home in Galilee to the Jordan 
River to be baptized there by John. John didn't want to do it. "This 
isn't proper", he said. "I am the one who needs to be baptized by 
You." But Jesus said, "Please do it, for I must do all that is right." So 
then John baptized Him. After His baptism, as soon as Jesus came 
up out of the water, the heavens where opened to Him and He saw 

7 

By these signs I recoqnized 
the Messiah. the Chrisf. I saw 

the Holy Spirit descending on him 
from heaven like a dove and 

/ .. heard a voi.:e from heaven sayin;J 
This is My Son. Whom / love ano 
with Whom I am well pleased." 

the Spirit of God coming down in the form of a d�nd a voice 
from heaven said. "This is My beloved Son, and I am wGnderfully 
pleased with Hirn." 



Jesus was baptized in the Jordan river at the aqe of 30. 
Who w::: ·He/ He was. called the son of Joseph. 0e carpenter of 
Na:�areth. H,s mothers name was Mary, a relative offhe 
mot;,er of John the Baptist. His parenfs could tell some 
1..-vorirJ_e,_·fuf things about the divine happenings which surrounded 
d,s b,rrn. 

Mary was engaged to be 
married to Josepn when she 

found herself pregnant 

before they had been 
together . How did _) this happen? 

One Sabbath day. Mary's parents return 
home from the synagogue.' 

Luke 1 :26-38 

Suddenly ... 

Rejoice. Mary! 
You are 

highly favored 
by God! 

The followir.g month God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth. a 
village in Galilee. to a virgin, Mary, -engaged to be married to a man 
named Joseph, a descendant of King David. Gabriel appeared to 
�er and said. "Congratulations. favored lady! The Lord is with 
you!" Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the angel 
could mean. "Don't be frightened. Mary". the angel told her. ·''.for 
�od has decided to wonderfully bless you I Very soon now, you Will 
become pregnant and have a baby boy, and You are to name �fi"rn 
'Jesus·. He shall be very great and shall be called the Son of God. 
And the Lord God shall givei-iim the throne of His ancestor David. 
And He, shall reign over Israel fore'-'.er; His

J
<ingdom shall never 

·end_!� Mafy asked the arrgf!, "But how can I have a baby? I am a 
virgin." The angel replied. "The Holy Spirit shalt come upon you, 
and the power of God shall overshadow you; so the baby born to 
you will �e �-iferly holy - the Son of God,;F.urthermore, six months 
qgo yourJOt;isln"l'lizabeth - 'the barren one:. they calle'd her -

F eq, :r,of.f, tr\aryJ 
You 'w}(f i,;. with child 
and !Jiv:S1/lft1h to 
a sor

i 
.'1fitPi'fllU are to 

call h,m �fl.IS. 
He is f� Me-ssiah! 
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What's 
haP,penin9? 
What are 

these greetings? 
Can it be 

that this is a 
message from 

heaven? 



I don't understand. 
How can I have a child. 

since I'm avirgin? 

.A few days later ... 

The Holy Spirit 
will come upon ygu and 

the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you. So tne 
Hol

ll 
One to be born will be 

. ca led the Son of God. To 
prove that what I announced 

to you will happen: 
Elisabeth. your cousin is 
going to have a child in 

her o(cJ aqe. She, who was 
said to "be barren, is in 
her siKth month. for 
nothing is impossible 

with God! 

Mother. I'd l,ke to spend 
some weeks with our 

cousin Elisabeth. I see that 

Your visit will surely 
make her happy as 
well as her l,usband 

Zacharias. 

13ut /'II put you 
in the care of a 

reliable _quide, 
who'/llook 
after you. 

you want 
this with all your 
heart.though you 

don't say why ... 

God has blessed 
me with His presence and 

has spoken to me in my heart 
that I shall be the mother of 
the Messiah. Who will save 
us all from our sin . ... Now 

I'm curious as to 

how my 
cousin is doing and 
to find out tnat 
it is all true! 

·· .. ·· .. 

Mary from 
Nazareth that'� the 

way to Ain-Karin. 
whereyour cousin 

Elisabeth lives. 
The village is in 

that valley. 
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Soon afterwards Mary is on 
her way to Judea. 



Wh�nMary 
arrives ... 

10 

·/' 

bc'-a,,,e pregnant in her old age! For every promise from God shall 
surP1y come true." Mary said, "I am the Lord's serv:int, and I am 
willing to do whatever He wants. May everything you said come 
true " Arid then the ar,gel disappeared. 



I3lessed are � among all 
women and blessed is the 

childyou bear! 
My soul glorifies the Lord! 
He has been mindful of my 
humble state. The Almighty 
One has done great things 

to me sothaf His Name 
may be magnified! 

Draw lots for the name of 
the priest who will have the 

honor fo officiate in the 
+em

1
ole of the Lord and 
to burn incense! 

Luke 1 :39-66 
A few days later Mary hurried to the highlands of Judea to the 
town where Zacharias lived, to visit Elizabeth. At the sound of 
Mary's greeting, Elizabeth's child leaped within her and she was 
filled with the Holy Spirit. She gave a glad cry and exclaimed to 
Mary, "You are favored by God above all other women, and ym;; 
child is destined for God's mightiest praise. What an honor this is, 
that the mother of my Lord should visit me! When you came in 
and greeted me, the instant I heard your voice, my baby moved in 
me for joy! You believ�d that God would do what He said; that is 
why He has given you this wonderful blessing." Mary responded, 
"Oh, how I praise the Lord. How I rejoice in God my Savior! For He 
took notice of His lowly servaRt girl, and now generation after 
generation forever shall call me blest of God. For He. the mighty 

11 



T'1e angel Gabriel told him that we 
would have a son and we 

should give him the name John ... 

May my 
prayer rise 

up to y_ou, oh, 
my&od. 

Then {;-r,d's angel gave him a sign as proof: from 
that time on Zacharias was dumb. 

12 
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Mary sta_yed three �onths with Elisabeth and returned 
home to Nazareth. The day came that Elisabeth gave 
birth to a son. On the eighth day they came to 

. . circumcize the child. At that occasion the child receives 
his name. 

Holy One, has done great t ings to me. His mercy goes on rom 
generation to generation, to all who reverence Him. How powerful 
is His mighty arm! How He scatters the proud and haughty ones! 
He has torn princes from their thrones and exalted the lowly. He 
has satisfied the hungry hearts and sent the rich away with empty 
hands. And how He has helped His servant Israel! He has not 
forgotten His promise to be merciful. For He promised our fathers -
Abrahsrn and his children - to be merciful to them forever." Mary 
stayed with Elizabeth about three months and then went back to 
her own home. By now Elizabeth's waiting was over, for the time 
had come for the baby to be born - and it was a boy. The word 
spread quickly to her neighbors and relatives of how kind the Lord 
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h,1d he,•n to her, and everyone re101ccd. When the baby was eight 
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ddys c,lo. all the relatives and friends came for the circumcision 
cerrc;,ony. They all assumed the baby', name would be Zacharias, 
after his father. But Elizabeth said, "No! He must be named 
John'" "Whatr they exclaimed. "There is no one in all your 
family by that name." So they asked the baby's father, talking to 
him by gestures. He motioned for a piece of paper and to 
everyone's surprise wrote. "His name is John!" Instantly Zacharias 
could sµeak again, and he begar, praising God. Wonder fell upon 
the whole neighborhood, and the news of what had happened 
·;pread through the Judean hills. And everyone who heard about it 
thought long thoughts and asked, "I wonder what this child will 
turn out to be? For the hand of the Lord is surely upon him in 
some special way." 



After several months of 
Mary's return to Nazareth.... , 

l 

lj ' ' 

Joseph. xou have to 

believe me! I received a 
messa9e from heaven .... 

Because I'm not tlie 
father of this child. 
I shall leave Mary ... 

No clouot! 
Mury. my fiancee 

is pn:gnant. Has she 
been unfaithful to me? 

I have to ask her! 

. .. but I don't want her 
exposed to P.ublic disqrace. 

So I shall separare 
from her secretly. 

15 

Matthe·.v 1: 18-24 

These are the facts concerning the birth of Jesus Christ: His 
mother. Mary, was engaged to be married to Joseph. But while 
she was still a virgin she became pregnant by the Holy Spirit. Then 
Joseph, her fiance, being a man of stern principle, decided to 
break the engagement but to do it quietiy, as he didn't want to 
,publicly disgrace her. As he lay awake considering this, he fell into 
a dream, ar>d saw an angel standing beside him. "Joseph, son of 
David". the angel said, "don't hesitate to take Mary as your wife! 
For the child within her has been conceived by the Holy Spirit! 
And �he will have a Son, and you shall name Him Jesus (meaning 
'Savior'). for He will save His people from their.s.ins. This will fulfill 



Soon after that, the weddinq of 
Joseph and Mary is celebrafed ... 

16 

Mary, my bel�ved, welcome to 
tnis house. r ram now on 

i(s yours too! 

God's message through His prophets - 'Listen! The virgin shall 
conceive a child! She shall give birth to a Son, and He shall be 
called 'Emmanuel' (meaning 'God is with us')."' When Joseph 
awoke, he did as the angel commanded, and brought Mary 
home to be his wife. 



Caesar Augustus has issued a 
decree that a census should be taken 

of the entire 'Roman E.mpire, every 
family head has to 90 �o h,s 

native town to re91ster. 

�

Luke2:1-20 

With some of 
my relatives. 

You can I count 
on that. But first 

let me fu/lfi/1 all 
the formalities. 

About this time Ca�sar Augustus, the Roman Emperor, decreed 
that a census should be taken throughout the nation. (This census 
was taken when Quirinius was governor of Syria.) Everyone was 
required to return to his ancestral home for this registration. And 
because Joseph was a member of the royal line, he had to go to 
Bethlehem in Judea. King David's ancient home - journeying there 
from the Galilean village of Nazareth. He took with him Mary, his 

I'/ 



At the house of the relatives ... 

That night Mary gave birth 
to her first-born son ... 

That's a good 
idea. It will 

also be quiet 
there. 

She wrapr.ed him in cloths 
and placeci him in a manger ... 

18 

· .tl�ncee, who was obviously pregnant by this time. And while they 
\.Ye'{t1>,11ere, the time came for her baby to be born; And she gave 
birtt;'lr•(>'her first child, a son. She wrapped Him 1n a blanket and 
laid Ho;n in manger, because there was no room for them in the 
village inn. That night some shepherds were in the fields outside 
the village, guarding their flocks of sheep. Suddenly an angel 
appea,ed among them, and the landscape shone bright with the 
g:ury of the Lord. They were badly frightened, but the angel 
reassured them. "Don't be afraid!" he s;iid "/ bring you the most 



, J,,' Bethlehem's field, there 
· Were shepherds keeping 
.Watch over their 
lloi�s by night ... 

' 

Good News for 
xou all! A child is 
born to. you-the 

Saviour! You'// find 
him in a manger 

in Bethlehem. 

On the eJ§hth day �he child was ci.rcumcised .. 
Circumcision was given to all Jewish 1:1ale children as 
a sign and a seal .o'f Gods covenant w,th Abraham. 

JoseP.h, wha+ name 
ao you qive 
th,s chT/d? 

·, ·� -

Which means: 
God saves us/ 

19 

Born in the night of the new . That is 
star-in a sfable-ond in a sign! He'll 

be the 
future Shepherd 

of our people 
-the promised 

Messiah! 

The next day 
the news sp,reads 
around quickly. 

joyful news ever announced, and it is for everyone! The Savior -
yes, the Messiah, the Lord - has been born tonight in Bethlehem 1 
How will you recognize Him? You will find a baby wrapped in a 
blanket, lying in a manger!" Suddenly, the angel was joined by a 
vast host of others - the armies of heaven - praising God: "Glory to 
, �cd in the highest heaven", they sang, "and peace on earth for all 
these pleasing Him." When this great army of angels had returned 
again to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, "Come on! 
Let'� go to Bethlehem! Let's see this wonderful thing that has 
happened, which the Lord has told us about." They ran to the 
village and found their way to Mary and Joseph. And there was the 
baby, lying in the manger. The shepherds told everyone what had 
happened and what the angel had said to them about this child. All 
who heard the shepherds' story expressed astonishment. but Mary 
quietly treasured these things in her heart and often thought about 
them. Then the shepherds went back again to their fields and 
flocks, praising God for the visit of the angels, and because they 
had seen the child, just as the angel had told them. 



Jesus· earents had many memories of 
his early y,outh; oneof them was 
the LfOth clay after his birth. 

At that moment. 
an old man enters 
the temple. His name 
is Simeon, well 
known to mamy ... 

The temple in Jerusalem 
is not far away. Let's 90 

there and present our 
son to God! 

In the temple court .... 

No, it's too expensive 
for us. /'II buy that 

pair of doves. 

Anna, I sense 
that f'I/ meet 

someone today! 
The HolySpirit 

sends me ... 

20 

Luke 2:22-38 

When the time came for Mary's purification offering at the 
Temple. as required by the laws of Moses after the birth of a child, 
His parents took Him to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord, For 
in these laws God had said, "If a woman's first child is a boy, he 
shall be dedicated to the Lord." At that time Jesus' parents also 
offered their sacrifice for purification - "either a pair of turtledoves 
or two young pigeons" was the legal requirement. That day d man 
named Simeon, a Jerusalem resident, was in the Temple. He was a 
good man, very devout. filled with the Holy Spirit and constantly 
expecting the Messiah to come soon. For the Holy Spirit had 
revealed to him that he would not die until he had seen Him -
God's anointed Ki11g. The Holy Spirit had impelled him to go to the 
Temple that day; and so, when Mary and Joseph arrived to present 
the baby jesus to the Lord in obedience to the law, Simeon was 
there·and took the child in his arms, praising God. "Lord". he said. 



Where's the 
new-born 

child, who'll be 
King of this 

nation? 

.. will cause the falling and the 
rising UP. of many people 

.,.___ ,n all the world! 

"now I can die>t'ontentl For I have seen Him as You promised me I 
would. I have seen the Savior You have given to the world. He is 
the Light that will shine µpon the nations, and He will be the glory 
of Your people Israel!" lp�eph ano Mary just stood there, 
marvelling at what v�as being said about Jesus. Simeon blessed 
them but then said to Mary, "A sword shall pierce you(soul, for 
this child shall be rejected by many in Israel, and this to their 
undoing. But He will be the greatest joy of many others. And the 
deepest thoughts of many hearts shall be revealed." Anna, a 
prophetess. was also there in the Temple that day. She was the 

21 

Jesus' parents also remembered the events 
with the astronomers. That meeting showed 
how Jesus was welcomed by foreigners but 
rejected by his own people. At the time of 
Jesus' birth, there arrived in Jerusalem 
Magi (wise men) from the E.ast ... 

Impossible! We would 
have known it in 

Jerusalem! But nobody 
as heard anything. 



Majesty! Some 
foreigners are looking 
for a cnild, wno is tl,e 

promised Messian! 

They say that his birth has 
been shown through the 

position of tl,e sfars! 

It is written: 
"Bethlenem, out 
of you will come 

the ruler wno will 
be the shepherd 
. of my people. 

daughter of Phanuel, of the Jewish tribe of Asher, and was very 
old, and had lived with a husband seven years from her virginity; 
she was a w;dow. of about eighty-four years, who never left the 
Temple but Stdyed there night and day, worshipping God by 
praying and often going without food. She came along just as 
Simeon was talking with Mary and Joseph, and she also began 
thanking God and publicly proclaiming the Messiah's arrival to 

\everyone in Jerusalem who had been awaiting the con1)ng of the 
Savior. 

Call tl,e 
Pharisees 
at once! 

I hear rumors about the 
arrival of the Messiah. 
/'II have to prepare for 
it. What do you know 
about his fami(y and 
his birth-place? 

A little later ... 

22 

I understand you're ·· 
looking for a child. 

the Messiah? 



When, according to 
your calculations. 

was he born? 

I can help yo�: He was born in Bethf e'hem ... search for him there and report to me, so that I too may 90 and worship Him! 

And then they 
find the child. 

I had a 
terrible dream fast night ... I saw King 
Herod chasing the 

Child, trying to 
kill 'him. 

Matthew 2:1-15 
Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem, in Judea, during the reign of King Herod. At about that time some astrologers from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the newborn King of the Jews? for we have seen His star in far-off eastern ands, and have come to worship Him." King Herod was deeply faturbed by their question, and all Jerusalem was filled with ·umors. He called a meeting of the Jewish religious leaders. "Did he prophets tell us where the Messiah would be born 7 he asked. 
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They leave Jerusalem and 90 on to Bethlehem ... 

../ bring this myrrh 
for him who II 

understand our 
suff erin9s. 

Joseph. be careful! 
We don't trust 
King Herod ... 

So, we won't 
return to our 
countries via 
Jerusalem! 

"Yes, in Bethlehem", they said, "for this is what the prophet Micah wrote: ·o little town of Bethlehem, you are not just an unimportant Judean village, for a Governor shall rise from you to rule My people Israel.·" Then Herod sent a private message to the astrologers, asking them to come to see him; at this meeting he found out from 



them the exact time when they first saw the star. Then he told 
them. "Go to Bethlehem and search for the child. And when you 
find him. come back and tell me so that I can go and worship him 
too!" �fter this interview the astrologers started out again. And 
look! Thestar appeared to them again, standing over Bethlehem. 
Their joy knew no bounds! Entering the house where the baby and 
Mary His mother were, they threw themselves down before Him, 
worshipping. Then they opened their presents and gave Him gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. But when they returned to their own land, 
they didn't go through Jerusalem to rer6ft to Herod, for God had 
warned them in a dream to go home another way. After they were 
gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. "Get up 
and flee to Egypt with the baby and His mother". the angel said, 
"and stay there until I tell you to return, for King Herod is going to 
try to kill the child. That same night he left for Egypt with Mary and 
the baby, and stayed there until King Herod's death. This fulfilled 
the prophet's prediction, "I have called My Son from Egypt." 

· Luke 2 :39-40 

When Jesus' parents had fulfilled all the requirements of the Law of 
,God they returned home to Nazareth in Galilee. There the child 
became a strong, robust lad, and was known for wisdom beyond 
His ynrs; and God poured out His blessings on Him. 
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Go with your soldiers to Bethlehem.:. 
Look for all boys under two years in 

that town and surroundinqs. 
Show no mercy .. kill them! 

We'll take the baby and leave 
immediately for Egypt! 

After having been in exile for 
some time. Joseph and Marx 
returned to Nazareth in Galilee 
There Jesus grew up and 
gained in wisciom wliiie being 
obedient to his P.arents. 
At the age of thirty. he went 
to John fhe Baptist and 
was baptized. 



One 'day. John the Baptist sees Jesus passing by .... 

I tell both of you, 
my disciples, do you 

see that man? 
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They spent considerable 
time with Him ... 



Jorn�1:29-51 

;r.ig:n"e;,c.t day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said. "Look! 

There is th€ Lamb of God who takes away the world's sin! He is the 

one I was talking abotJt when I said. ·soon a man far greater than I 

am is coming. who existed long before me 1 · I didn't know He was 

the one. but I am here baptizing with 'Nater in order to point Him 

out to the nation of Israel . Then John told about seeing the Holy 

Spirit 1n the form of a dove descending from heaven and resting 

upoh Jesus. "I didn't know He was the one". John said again. "but 

at th.e fone God sent me to baptize He tolo me. 'When you see the 

Holy Spirit descending and resting upon someone - He 1s the one 

you are looking for. He is the one who baptizes with the Holy 

Spirit.' I saw it happen to this man. and I therefore testify that He is 

the Son of God .. The following day as John was standing with two 

of his disciples. Jesus walked by. John looked at Him intently and 

then declared. "See! There is the Lamb of God!" Then John's two 

disciples turned and followed Jesus i Jesus looked around and saw 

them following. "What do you want7" He asked them "Sir". they 

replied. "where do You live1" "Come and see". He said. So they 

went with Him to the place where He was staying and were with 

Him from about four o'clock that afternoon until the evening. (One 

of these men was Andrew. Simon Peter's brother.) Andrew then 

wer,t to find his brother Peter and told him, "We have found the 

Messiah! .. And he brought Peter to meet Jesus Jesus looked 

intently at Peter for a moment and then said. "You are Simon. 
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I am overwhelmed. 
Jesus. You and your 

disciples ore invifed to, 
come with me to Cana 



�-Mary. his � mothe,·, is here: 
she's ir, charge 

of i /1.i!servon /·s. J'/1 
90 and tell her. 

John's son - but you shall be called Peter, the rock!" The next day 
Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and told him, "Come 
with Me." (Philip was from Bethsaida, Andrew and Peter's home 
town.) Philip now went off to look for Nathanael and told him, "We 
have found the Messiah! - the very person Moses and the prophets 
told about! His name is Jesus, the son of Joseph from Nazareth!" 
"Nazareth!" exclaimed Nathanael. "Can anything good come from 
there?" "Just come and see for yourself", Philip declared. As they 
approached, Jesus said, "Here comes an honest man - a true son of 
Israel." "How do you know what I am like?" Nathanael demanded. 
And Jesus replied, "I could see you under the fig tree before Philip 
found you." Nathanael replied, "Sir, You are the Sor of God - the 
'<ing of Israel!" Jesus asked him, "Do you believe all\this just 

-:ause I told you I had seen you under the fig tree? You will see 
ter proofs than this. You will even see heaven open and the 

· of God coming back and forth to Me, the Man of Glory." 
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John 2:1-11 

Two days later Jesus' mother was a guest at a wedding in the 
village of Cana in Galilee. And Jesus and His disciples were invited 
too. The wine supply ran out during the festivities, and Jesus' 
mother came to Him with the problem. "I can't help you now," He 
said. "It isn't yet My time for miracles." But His mother told the 
servants. "Do whatever He tells you to." Six stone waterpots were 
standing there; they were used for Jewish ceremonial purposes and 
held perhaps 20 to 30 gallons each. Then Jesus fold the servants to 
fill them to the brim with water. When this was done, He said, "Dip 
some out and take it to the master of ceremonies." When the 
master of ceremonies tasted the water that was now wine, not 
knowing where it had come from (though, of course, the. servants 
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------�����-

/ know, but listen 
to me ... when Jesus 

asks you to do 
something. do as 

He tells you/ 



Do what Jesus 
wants! His 

mother told us 
not to ask 
questions. 

did), he called the bridegroom over. "This is wonderful stuff!'' he 
said, "You're different from most! Usually a host uses the bestlwine 
first and afterwards, when everyone is full and doesn't care, then 
he brings out the less expensive brands. But you have kept the best 
for the last!" This miracle at Cana in Galilee was Jesus' first public 
demonstration of His heaven-ser)t power. And His disciples believed 
that He really was the Messiah. 

------�- -
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Where did _you get this first 
class winel Wnat kind is it? 

Let's be 
happy and 

sing another 
song to the 

couple! 



Jesus travels to Capernaum on #ie shore of 
LakeGenasareth. John, Andrew and Peter• ,., 
work there as fishermen. 

� 
� 

You, fishermen, 
shall be my first 

disciples! 
Follow Me! 

Ther,e are our 
.fishing boats. This 

boaf belongs to 
Simon .. .Peter. 

--

Jesus, you can spend 
the night in my house ... 

my mother 1n law 
is ill, in bed with 

a high fever. 

·�
�ij_r· 

�\··i,7ff:J 
//�� 

That night Peter 
ana his crew 

go·f;shin9 ... 



The next mornin9 ... 

There 
comes Jesus, 
followed 
by a crowd ... 

Jesus soid: This is 
what the king_dom 

of God is like. r1 man 
scatters seed on 

the 9round ... 

One day as He was preaching on the shore of Lake Gennesaret. 
great crowds pressed in on Him to listen to the Word of God. He 
noticed two empty boats standing at the, water's edge while the 
fishermen washed their nets. Stepping into one of the boats, Jesus 
askEld Simon, its owner, to push out a little into the water, so that 
He could sit in the boat and speak to the crowds from there. When 
He had finished speaking, He said to Simon, "Now go out where it 
is deeper and let down your nets and you will catch a lot of fish!" 
"Sir", Simon replied, "we worked hard alt last night and didn't 
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We had an exhausti'!._q ni9ht, 
but cau9ht nothin9! IVow we 

have to clean our nets. 

All of you are invited to enter! 
But you must change your lives! 
Your hearts shoula not be hard 

like a rock or like the soil filled with 
thorns, overgrown with desires 

for .... .possessions, 
money and · " · 

comforts! ... 



When Jesus finished teaching .... 
he turns to Peter. 

catch a thing. But if You say so. we'll try again." And this \ime their 
nets we_re so full that they began to tear! A shout for help brought 
their partners 1n the other boat and soon both boats were filled 
with fish and on the verge of sinking. When Simon Peter realized 
what had happened, he fell to his knees before Jesus and said 
"Oh, sir, please leave lJS - I'm too much of a sinner for You to 'have 
around." For he was awestruck by the size of their catch, as were 
the others with him, And his partners too - James and John, the 
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A •. 

Let's pull the boats over 
to the shore, otherwise 

we'll 

Im beginning to 
learn not to 'do if 

our way, but rather 
Your WCI)', 

sons of Zebedee. Jesus replied, "Don't worryl From now on you'll 
be fishing for the souls of men!" And as soon as they landed, they 
left everything and went with Him. 
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Fear not, Simon Peter, from 
now on you"// no longer 
. ' . eaten fish! · · 

But men! 

4�r-

Then they left 
their boofs and 

nets and followed 
Jesus!.. 



Jesus traveled througf, all of Gaiilee 
preaching the Good /Vews and heoli�g the 
sick. crowds followed Him ... 

Come, all to Me who are 
· weary and tired and I shall give 

you rest! Learn from Me. I om 
gentle and humble in heart. 

For a9es all tha.t 
came from men �s 

disappointing. We· 
really need the 
mercy of God. 

All the prophets wrote 
about the comin9 Messiah 

and by what si9ns we could 
recoqnize Him! The blirtd 
wou1d see and the lame 

walk/ 

The people with 
contagious diseases 
have fo live in isolation. 
They are waiting for 
Jesus at the city 9ate. 

�- Matthew 4: 23-25 
Jesus travelled all through Galilee teaching in all the Jewish 

synagogues, everywhere preaching the Good News about the 

Kingdom of Heaven. And He healed every kind of sickness and 

disease. The report of His miracles spread far beyond the borders of 

Galilee so that sick folk were soon coming to be healed from as far 

away as Syria. And whatever their illness and pain, or if they were 

.possessed by demons, or were insane, or paralyzed - He healed 

them JII. Enormous crowds followed Him wherever He went -

people from Galilee, and the Ten Cities. and Jerusalem. and from 

all over Judea, and even from across t� Jordan River. 
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Stay 9way from us! 
Don t come near. 
· you're unclean! 

Luke 5:12-14 

One day in certain village He was visiting, there was a man with an 
advanced case of leprosy. When he saw Jesus he fell to the ground 
before Him, face downward in the dust. begging to be healed. 
"Sir". he said, "if You only will, You can clear me of every trace of 
my disease." Jesus reached out and touched the man and said, 
"Of course I will. Be healed." And the leprosy left him instantly! 
Then Jesus instructed him to go at once without telling anyone 
what had happened and be examined by the Jewish priest. "Offer 
the sacrifice Moses· law requires for lepers who are healed". he 
said. "This will prove to everyo"ne that you are well." 

JS 



At the border near Capernoum, there 
was a customs office ... 

fhen 
.uddenly .... 

Matthew 9:9-13 

Yoo? A man, enjoying life? 'Running 
after parties and women? 

He won't like ou! 

As Jesus was going on down the road, He saw a tax collector, 
Matthew. sitting at a tax collection booth. "Come and be My 
disciple". Jesus said to him, and Matthew jumped up and went 
along with Him. Later, as Jesus and His disciples were eating dinner 
at Matthew's house, there were many notorious swindlers there as 
guests! The Pharisees were indignant. "Why does your teacher 
associate with men like that?" "Because people who are well don't 
need a doctor! It's the sick people who do!" was Jesus' reply. Then 
He added, "Go away and learn the meaning of this verse of 
Scripture, 'It isn't your sacrifices and your gifts I care about - it'.s 
that you have some pity.' My job down her�.{'•-earth is to get' 
sinners back to God - not to worry abou' t� good people." 

Mark 2:1-12 
Several days later He returned to Capernaum, and the news of His 
arrival spread quickly through the city. Soon the house where He 
was staying was so packed with visitors that there wa�n·t room for 

3G 

To celebr;ate my 
departure, Im 9.iving a 

great banquet ana 
sus shall be P.resent. 

':t�I! are invited! 

I'm goin_q to leave r.oo 
and follow Jesus! 

Are you surprised? But 
He really wants me to 

follow Him! 



You understand nothing. Ifs not the 
healthy who need adoctor, but the sick! 

'Rather. think about 
what is written: God speaks .... 

.."I desire mercy. not sacrifice!" 
He loves a man wlio is compassionate 

and merciful! 

One day the inhabitants of Capernaum gather in the 
houseof Simon, the fisherman where Jesus is. E.veryone 
wants tohear Him .... 
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Please, 
do something! 
E.v�n though it 

seems impossible. 
lmusf sefv 

Jesus! Only He 
can heal me! 
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On the flat roof of 
the houses were 
tiles made of clay. 
They could be 
removed. 

blasphemy! Does he think he is God? For only God can forgive 
sins." Jesus could read their minds and said to them at once. "Why 
does this bother you? Is it any harder to forgive his sins than to 
heal him? So, to prove that I, the Man from Heaven, have forgiven 
his sins". -turning to the paralyzed man He said, "You are healed. 
Pick up your stretcher and go home!" The man jumped up, took 
the stretcher, and pushed his way through the stunned onlookers! 
Then how they praised God. "We've never seen anything like this 
before!" they all exclaimed. 



Jesus knows 
that his soul is 
worse than his 

body ... 

Do/ou hear 
wha He says? 

That's 
blasphemy! 

I don't have an answer. but I know for sure that boththin9s are very difficult an'd really need 
the P,ower 

of God. 
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In His visions the proP,het Daniel spoke of One like theSon of man who is 
God and man at the 

same time! 
I reallywonder. 



A few days later. in Ma9dala. a village not far from 
Capernau_m. before the nouse of the rich man Simon .... 

Jesus of Nazareth. 
welcome to our village. 

Your fametravels 
ahead of you. 

Wnen Jesus arrives, tne wnole village is waiting for Him. 

Here He is ... the 
famous Jesus, W/,o does 

not look down on anybody, 
not even on women of my 

kind! I feel irresistibly 
drawn to Him. I wisn 

I could talk to 

Him privately. 

Tnis evening He'll 
be wit/, tl,e Pnarisees ... 

/'II makemyself ready. 
Tnis day will be a very 

special one for me. 

Luke 7:36-50 

One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to come to his home for lunch 
and Jesus accepted the invitation. As they sat down to eat, a 
woman of the streets - a prostitute - heard He was there and 
brought an exquisite flask filled with expensive perfume. Going in, 
she knelt behind Him at His feet, weeping, until His feet were wet 
with her tears; and she wiped them off with her hair and kissed 
them and poured the perfume on them. When Jesus· host, a 
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Yes, and He 
would giver her a 
slap in her face! 

Pharisee, saw what was happening and who the woman was, he 
said to himself, "This proves that Jesus is no prophet. for if God had 
really sent him, he would know what kind of woman this one is!" 
Then Jesus spoke up and answered his thoughts. "Simon", He said 
to the Pharisee, "I have something to say to you." "All right, 
Teacher", Simon replied, "go ahead." Then Jesus told him this 
story: "A man loaned money to two people - $ 5,000 to one and $ 
500 to the other. But neither of them could pay him bflck, so the 
kindly forgave them both, letting them keep the money! Which do 
you suppose loved him most after that?" "I suppose the one who 41 
had owed him the most", Simon answered. "Correct", Jesus 

If this Jesus is a 
prophet, He would 
know what kind of 

woman she really is. 

agreed. Then He turned to the woman and said to Simon, "�ol<! 
See this woman kneeling here! When I entered your home. you 
didnTbother to offer me water to wash the.,dust from my feet, but 



\ 

A money-lender cancelled 
the debts of two customers, 
whocould not pay him back. 
One owed him five hundred 

deneri and the other 
only owed fifty. 

.... as is the custom ... nor did 

Your question has a deeper 
meaning. but at firstsiqht ... 

the one who is most grafeful, is 
the one who has the 

bigger debt cancelled . 

you give me a welcoming kiss, which 
is !:!:ways given to guests ... 5ut this woman Exactly! The same 

thing ,s hapP,ening 
here. You 'didn't 

give me any 
water to wash 

my feet ... 

wasned my feet with her tears 

I3ut he who has 
been forgiven little, 

loves little. 

she has washed them with her tears and wiped them with her hair! 
You refused Me the customary kiss of greeting. but she has kissed 
My feet again and again from the time I first came in. You 
neglected the usual courtesy of olive oil to anoint My head. but she 
has covered My feet with rare perfume. Therefore her sins - and 
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From that day on Mary of Magdaia. also called 
Magdalene. followed Jesus together with other 
women. 

they are many - are forgiven, for she loved Me much; but one who 
is forgiven little, shows little love." And He said to her. "Your sins 
are forgiven." Then the men at the table said to themselves. "Who 
does this man think He is. going around forgiving sins?" And Jesus 
said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you; go in peace." 



Traveling thrO!J_qh Galilee, Jesus and His disciples enter 
the village of Nain ... 

How sad! A funeral 
procession on its way 

to, the cemetar 
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Luke 7:11-17 

/' 
.. anf you, bearers, 

stop! 

Nol!o�g afterwards Jesus went with His disciples to the 
villageof..tlain, with the usual great crowd at His heels. A 
funeral procession wa,� coming out as He approached the 
village gate. The boy who had died was the only son of his 
widowed mother, anlrnany mourners from the villi3ge were 
with her. When the Lor\l saw her, His heart overflowed with 
sympathy. "Dcn't cry!" He said. Then He walked over to the 
coffin and touched it, and the bearers stopped. "Laddie", 
He said, "come back to life again." Then the boy sat up and 
began to talk to those around him! And Jesus gave him back 
to his mother. A great fear swept the crowd, and they 
exclaimed with praises to God, "A mighty prophet has risen 
among us", and, "We have seen the hand of God at work 
today " The report of what He did that day raced from end 
tc end of Judea and even out across the borde'rs. 



On the shore of Lake Genesareth. Jesus meets crowds ofpeople. 
who wish to hear him ... One day. He takes them to a 
remote place and speaks to 

:x-
them until evening ... 

Jesus, it .s qettin9 
.. · late and fhere's 

.. . : no villaqe nearby. · Send fne people 
away ... so tnat they 
can buy some food. 

John 6:1-15 

After this. Jesus crossed over the Sea of Galilee, also known as the 
Sea of Tiberias. And a huge crowd. many of them pilgrims on their 
way to Jerusalem for the annual Passover celebration. were 
following Him wherever He went, to watch Him heal the sick. So 
when Jesus went up into the hills and sat down with His disciples 
around Him, He soon saw a great multitude of people climbing the 
hill, looking 'tor Him. Turning to Philip He asked, "Philip, where c� 
we buy bread to feed all these people?" (He was testing Philip, for 
He already knew what He was going to do) Philip replied, "It weuld 
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PhiliP,, we 
shoula _qive 
them food! 

>--
----

Where can we 
buy so much foocf? 

Jesus, you want to off er 
food to all of them? ... That 
wouldcost more than ZOO 

silver coins! 

Have the people sit down 
on the grass to eat! 

Blessed are you. oh God, 
for making the earth 

produce food. 

take a fortune to begin to do it!" Then Andrew, Simon Peter's 
brother, spoke up. "There's a youngster here with five barley loaves 
and a couple of fish I But what good is that with all this mob?" 
"Tell everyone to sit down". Jesus ordered. And all of them - the 
approximqte count of the men only was 5,000 - sat down on the 
grassy slopes. Then Jesus took th� loaves and gave thanks to God 
and passed them out to the people. 
Afterwards He did the same with the fish .. And everyone ate-t:1ntil 
full! "Now gather the scraps", Jesus told His disciples. "so that 



After everybody has 
eaten enough ... 

E.normous, what 
this Jesus has done! 
E.nou9h food for so 
many with so little 

at first! 

Gather the left-avers, 
don't waste anything. 

Meanwhile, some are 
discussing the event ... 

nothing is wasted." And 12 baskets were filled with the leftovers! 
When the people realized what a great miracle had happened, they 
exclaimed, "Surely, He is the Prophet we have been expecting!" 
Jesus saw that they were ready Jo take Him by force and make Him 
their king, so He went higher into the mountains alone. 

Yes, our /.i�ly books inform us 
that one day he fed a hundred 

persons with only two loaves and 
also had left-avers like we 

had today. 
Could Jesus 
be the new 

prophet? 

But Jesus recognized that they intended to 

make him their k1n9 by force ... 

shall escape, they are 
besidethemselves ... m,sunder-
stood my messa9� .... dreamin9 

about a fighting Messiah ... 
;..,-.:; 

as the night approaches 
I shalr 90 into the 

mountains! 
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Some time afterwards, Jesus leads His disciples to the 
north of the regf on of Caesar ea (nowadays called the 

Golan Heights) near Mount Hermor�. 



We're far from the crowds now ... 
here we can rest and meditate. 
I want to ask you this questio,,,: /

1 

Who do the eo le say that I am? � 

Who do they 
take me for? 

. _,. 

Matthew 16:13-19 

When Jesus came to Caesarea Philippi, fie asked His disciples, "Who 
are the people saying I am?" ··well", they replied, "some say John 
the Baptist; some Elijah; some. Jeremiah or one of the other 
prophets." Then He asked them. "Who do you think I am7" Simon 
Peter answered. "The Christ. the Messiah. the Son of the living 
God." "God has blessed you, Simon, son of Jonah". Jesus said. "for 
My Father in heaven has personally revealed this to you - this is not 
from any human source. You are Peter. a stone; and upon this rock I 
will build My church; and all the powers of hell shall not prevail 
against is. And I will give you Jhe keys of the Kingdom of Heaven; 
whatever doors you lock on earth shall be locked in heaven; and 
whatever doors you open on earth shall be open in heaven 1" 
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John 6:66-71 

Simon, this was not revealed 
to y,ou by men, but 

by my F other in heaven! 

Jesus meant 
Judas, who 

would betray 
him 

At this point many of His disciples turned away and deserted Him. 
Then Jesus turned to the Twelve arid asked. "Are you going too?" 
Simon Peter replied. "Master. to wh,Jrn shall we go 1 You alone have 
the words that give eternal life, and we beiieve them and know You 
are the holy Son of God." Then Jesus said, "I chose the twelve of 
you. and on2 is a devil." He was speaking of Judas, son of Simon 
lscd, ;01, one of the Twelve, who would betray Him. 



My brother John and/, James, are the first 
disciples of Jesus, so we will be the 

most important of all! 

llatthew 20:20-24 

hen the mother of James and John, the sons of Zebedee. 
lrought them to Jesus. bowed. and asked a favor. "What is your 
=quest?" He asked. She replied. "In your kingdom, will You let my 
wo sons sit on two thrones next to Yours?" But Jesus told her. 
You don't know what you are asking!" Then He turned to James 
nd John and asked them, "Are you able to drink from the terrible 
up I am about to drink from 1" "Yes", they replied, "we are 

� What will ha-p-pe�-w-h�� 
� arrives there m the middt�·�f 1---._ 

----------- the feast .. the 

What? 
You can't be 
above us! There are 

others among us 
who are as able 

and clever as you! 
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::--

You don't know what 
you are asking ... 

Are yo� willing to 

drink the cup Im going to drink? 

people might rise 
in revolt and try 

, to makehim king 
by force! 



My friends, you're having the wrong ideas ... 
we are goingto Jerusalem, but not to become 

olitical leaders. I must 90 tliere and 
suffer many tliings 

and I must be 'killed ... but 
on tl,e tliird daY. I slia/1 be 

raised to life/ 

You want at any_ price to have a 
fiqhting Messiah. 1 nat reminds me of 
fne Devil s temP,tations to me in the 

aesert. 

Matthew 16:21-23 

From then on Jesus began to speak plainly to His disciples about 
going to Jerusalem, and what would happen to Him there - that He 
would suffer at the hands of the Jewish leaders, that He would be 
killed, and that tree days later He would be raised to life again. But 
Peter took Him aside to remonstrate with Him "Heaven forbid, sir". 
he said. "This is not going to happen to You!" Jesus turned on 
Peter and said, "Get away from Me, you Satan! You are a 
d;ingerous trap to Me. You are thinking rrierely from a human 
point of view. and nnt from Cod's." 

able!" "You shall indeed drink from it", He told them. "But I have 
no right to say who will sit on the thrones next to Mine. Those 
places are reserved for the persons My Father selects." The other 
ten disciples were indignant when they heard what James and John 
had asked for. 

Matthew 4:1-11 

Then Jesus was led out into the wilderness by the Holy Spirit. to be 
tempted there by Satalll. For forty days and forty nights He ate 
nothing and became ver:t hungry. Then Satan tempted Him to get 
food by changing stones 'into loaves of bread. "It will prove You are 
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Another time I was on the highest 
e.eak of the temple. 
'Throw yo(!rself down:" the Devil 
whispered no harm w,II touch you. 
If you are' the Son of God, He'/ 
protect yo,1;1 and the people will 
adore you. 

the Son of God". he said. But Jesus told him, "No! For the Scriptures 
tell us that bread won't feed men's souls: obedience to every word 
of God is what we need." Then Satan took Him to Jerusalem to the 
roof of the Temple. "Jump off", he said, "and prove You are the 
Son of God; for the Scriptures declare, 'God will send his angels to 
keep you from harm', ... they will prevent You from smashing on the 
rocks below." Jesus retorted, ''.It also says not to put the Lord God to 
a foolish test!" Next Satan took Him to the peak of a very high 
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"You're hun51ry.'' he whispered, "but if you are the Son 
of God, teff these stones to become bread" .. ./ refused 

his temptation of being a Messiah. a Christ who would 

,-,· 
\ - I declined his t�mptation of bein_g a 

Messiah. a Christ. who would wm the 
people by means of sensational 
appearances. 



After that I stood on a 
very high mountain ... 
"Look at all the 
kingdom� of the wo,;:ld 
ana their sp/endour, 
the Df!;.vil whis�ered 
again. All this I will 
give xou when you will 
bow clown and worship 
me.· I answered: "Away 
from me, Satan! 

It is written: Worship 
the Lord. your God and 
serve only Him/" 

What a 
disaP,pointing 

speech! I m  losing my, 
time and chance wifhi 

Jesus. I should have 
realized that 

before! 

mountain ahd showed Him the nations of the world and all their 
glory. �1·11 give it all to You", he said, "if You will only kneel and 
worship me." "Get out of here. Satan", Jesus told him. "The 
Scriptures say, 'Worship only the Lord God. Obey only Him' ... Then 
Satan· went away, and angels came and cared for Jesus. 
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'I".. 
,, And you, Peter, 

James and John. 
come with Me! We'// 

spend the niqht 
toge,ther on rhe 

mountain. 



At midnight, o blinding 
li_qht awakes Peter, 
Jomes and John. 
Jesus appears in 
bril/ianf 1i5ht to 
them and ,s 

tolki']_q with Moses 
and t.1ijah. 

When the 
appearance ends, 
they see Jesus 
just as before. 

Ono mountain Moses as, 

At daybreak, 
the four men 
pack and go 
'down the 
mountain. 
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Matthew 17: 1-9 

Six days later Jesus took Peter. James. and his brother John to the 
top of a high and lonely hill. and as they watched, His appearance 
changed so that His face shone like the sun and His clothing 
became dazzling white. Suddenly Moses and Elijah appeared and 
were talking with Him. Peter blurted out, "Sir, it's wonderful that 
we can be here! If You want me to. I'll make three shelters, one 
for You and one for Moses and for Elijah." But even as he said it, 
a bright cloud came over them, and a voice from the cloud said, 
"This is My beloved Son, and I am wonderfully pleased with Him. 
Obey Him. At this the disciples fell face downward to the ground. 
terribly fri�htened. Jesus came over and touched them. "Get up", 
He said, "don't be afraid." And when they looked, only Jesus was 
with them. As they were going down the mountain. Jesus 
commanded them not to tell anyone what they had seen until 
after He had risen from the dead. 



There are no words. to express the 
events of last night ... it s become very 

clear to me tnat Jesus is 

r::. 

�,. 

I 

Oh. yes. They have only 
. prepared Hs,. cominq ... 
He i� partof Uods 9fory 

Himself! 

I saw the same. 
John. and I tell 

you that Jesus is 

theMes.�iah. t/Je 
Christ. $.i;rel'y. 

I He's t/ie Son of 
ving God! ( 

--

My friend:, I instruct 
.you: don't fell anyone 

what xou have 
seen . . unt,I the Son of 
man has been raised 

from the dead/ 

"-
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p�on't--fully understand. 
I ' , but we promise to 

rema,n silent. 

I heard the voice from 
heaven saying: "Jesus is 
M

x 
Son Whom I love .. 

follow Him, listen 
to Him." 



Jesus has decided to go up to Je;usalem for the 
Pass-over f' east ... witn H,s disciples He comes to the 
Mount of Olives. 

Jesus, please for 
once accept this 

proposal! 

Matthew 21:1-17 
/\s Jesus and the disciples approached Jerusalem, and were near thr 
town of Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of them 
into the village ahead. "Just as you enter", He said, "you will see a 
donkey tied there, with its colt beside it. Untie them and bring them 
here. If anyone asks you what you are doing, just say, 'The Master 
needs them', and there will be no trouble." This was done to fulfill 
the ancient prophecy, "Tell Jerusalem her King is coming to her, 
riding humbly on a donkey's colt!" The two disciples did as Jesus 
said, and brought the animals to.Him and threw their garments over 
the colt for Him to ride on. And some in the crowd threw down 
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The famous 
proph�t of our 

province of 
Galilee! 

We· must 
orqanize a parade 
wnen Jesus enters 

the city! 

People of GalileRe lets 
gafher around im ... 

we'll c heer Him on 



Jesus of Nazareth. the 
famous prop�et. He needs 

her. We II bring 
her back 
to you. 

their coats along the road ahead of Him, and others cut branches 
from the trees and spread them out before Him. Then the crowds 
surged o� ahead and pressed along behind, shouting, "God bless 
King David's Son!" ... "Praise Him!." ... "God's Man is here!" ... Bless 
Him, Lord!" The entire city of Jerusalem was stirred as He entered. 
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"Who is this?" they asked. And the crowds replied, "It's Jesus, the 
prophet from Nazareth up in Galilee." Jesus went into the Temple, 
drove out the merchants, and knocked over the money-changers' 
tables. and the stalls of those selling doves. "The Scriptures say "M 
Temple is a place of prayer", He declared, "but you have turned it 



The parade has arrived at the Temple 
area .. b_e_q9ars, sick and disabled people 
follow HTm ... 

Now the children start 
cheering Jesus. 

Get away, you dirty p,eople! 
You're unclean and aren'ta//owed 

to enter the Temple! 
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Never mind that 
I'm disabled; Jesus 

will heal me! 



. not shameful to Is ,t 

II these pe�ple s�e 

�n and se/1,n� �+h;t holy place. 



· You too! You unholy people! 
You're doing business in the 

Wonderful! finally. 
a prophet who isn t 

afraidf It's a shame, all 
this business in the 

Temple of God! 

into a den of thieves." And now the blind and crippled came to 
Him and He healed them there in the Temple. But when the chief 
priests and other Jewish leaders saw these wonderful miracles, and 
heard even the little children in the Temple shouting, "God bless 
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And who takes advantage? 
The high priest and tne 

'Pnarisees who 
sell the p_f aces to 

"-.the highest bidders ... 

the Son of David". they were disturbed and indignant and asked 
Him, "Do you hear what these children are saying?" "Yes". Jesus 
replied. ''Didn't you ever read the Scriptur�s? For they say, 'Even 
little babies shall praise Him!" Then He retumed to Bethany, where 
He stayed overnight. 



Now all that we 

planned so carefully is 

a complete mess1 

So, who do you think 
you are? Creating a 

revolution am:f 
upsettin_q the well 
establisned order! 
Who �ave yo,u the 

authority to do this? 

It was ararable indeed. Jesus SP,Oke of His body. the new 
temple o God! .. .Destroyed. killea, He would rise a9ain from 
the dead after three days. 
After Jesus' resurrection the disciples understood it. 
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Let's call this 
(so called) Messiah to 

order: He has to 
justify Himself. 

. He's corrpletely crazy! 
He s out of His min'd. It took Lf6 
xea,:s to_ build this Temple and 
He s 901n9 to rebuild if a9ain 

in three days? 



Shortly afterwards. the Pharisees who were the enemies 
of Jesus. met together under the leadership 
of the high priest Caiaphas 

;.,_.:..·------

But what shall 
we do7 His miracles 

are real! 

His teachings weakens 
our authority ... a/1 

the people are 
following Him. 

If we leave Him alone, He'l{.qather. 
crowds of people around Himself , 
. and a revolufion might result . . 
the Romans will sena an army ... 
they'll destroy the Temple and 

take away our place 
and our nation. 

-:v---

John 11:47-54 
Then the chief priests and Pharisees convened a council to discuss 
the situation. "What are we going to do 7" they asked each other, 
"for this man certainly does miracles. If we let him alone the wholr 
nation will follow him - and then the Roman army will come and kill 
us and take over the Jewish government." And one of them, 
Caiaphas, who was High Priest thdt year, said, "You are stupid 1d1ots 
- Lrt this one man die for the peOJ,le - why s.hould the whole nation 

59 

Mx opinion is that 
it's better for all of 

us that one man 
die for the people. 

rather than that the 
whole nation will 

perish. 

perish7" This prophecy that Jesus shoold die for the entire nation 
came frorq C:aiJphas in his pos1t1on as High Priest - he didn't think of 
it by himself. but was inspired to say it It was a prediction that 
Jesus' death would not br. for Israel only, but for all the children of 
God scatte1 ed ilround the world. So from that time on the Jewish 
leaders beg.in plotting Jesus· death. Jesus now stopped His public 
ministry an.! left Jerusalem. He went to the edge of the desert to 
the vd:a9e of Eph,aim, and stayed there with His disciples 



Jesus' cause is lost. 
I. Judas. had put my 

future 
on His success. I hoped 

that He, as Messiah, would 
lead the Liberation 

Movement ... instead of that 
He gives in . ..l've been 

deceived. If I don't 
watch it, all will be lost. 

Judas ... Y?LJ do 
our nation a 

great service ... 
we're much 

obliged 
to you. 

Matthew 26:3-5 + 14-16 

. .is to 90 over to 

His enemies and 
to helP. them to 

9et hold of Him. 

It's a deal! Thirty 
silver coins! That .s 

the price ... that we are 
willing to pay you for 
delivering Jesus to us! 

At that very moment the chief priests and other Jewish officials were meeting 
at the residence of Caiaphas the High Priest, to discuss ways of capturing Jesus 11 
quietly, and killing Him. "But not during the Passover celebration", they 
agreed, "for there would be a riot." 
Then Judas Iscariot. one of the twelve apostles, went to the chief priests, and 
asl'ed, "How much will you pay me to get Jesus into your hands?" And tf-.ey 
gave him thirty silver coins. From that time on, Judas watched for an 
opportunity to betray Jesus to them. 
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r or some weeks Jesus and 
His disciples were in hidinq, 
while the servants of the n_igh 
priest were searching for lfim ... 

.. As you enter the c_ity, you'll 
meet a man carry,nq a 

jar of water. f ollownim 
to the house he enters. 
That will be the place 

(. Aha:- Jesus doesn't trust me anymore ... but as the 
treasurer I have the right to prepare the Pass-over ... then 

I would've known the meeting pface! 

Women carrying 
water jars, tFiat s 

nothing special. 
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Luke 22: 7-16 + 24-26 

That 
evenin9 ... 

Now the day of the Passover celebration arrived, when the Passover 
lamb was killed and eaten with the unleavened bread. Jesus sent 
Peter and John ahead to find a place to prepare their Passover.meal. 
"Where do You want us to go7" they asked. And He replied. "As 
soon as you enter Je·rusalem, you will see a man walking along 
carrying a pitcher of water. Follow him in!o the house he enters. 
And say to the man who lives there, 'Our Teacher says for you to 
show us the guest room where He can eat the Passover meal with 
His disciples.' He will take you upstairs to a large room all ready for 
us. That is the place. Go ahead and prepare the meal there." They 
went off to the city and found everything just as Jesus had said, and 
prepared the Passover supper. Then Jesus an'd .the others arrived, 
and at the proper time all sat down together at the table; and He 
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(( 
I 

My friends, I have ea9erly_ desired to eat this 
Pass-over with you before I suffer and 

to give My life, so that many will be saved. 

,t.. .. 



They recline at 
the table. but 
a dispute arises ... 

You know that the kings of 
the Gentiles lord it over them. 

they rule over their people with 
force and the sword. but you 

re not like that .... 

Leave this place 
to me. I have the 
right to be next 

to Jesus! 

I don't understand! 
It looks like he's 

getting ready to 

ao some cleaning 

Never! I'm here and /'II 
stay here! Are we not all 

in the same group? 

Yes, that's right! 
No favor(nq! No special 

pnvT1eges! 

My friends. 
wait a moment! 

Before you 
take your 

places ... 

/, 



Sayin9 these 
words. Jesus 
thou9ht 
of Judas 
Iscariot ... 

said, "I have looked forward to this hour with deep longing, 
anxious to eat this Passover meal with you before My suffering 
begins. For I tell you now that I won't eat it again until what it 
represents has occurred in the Kingdom of God." 
And they began to argue among themselves as to who would have 
the highest rank in the coming Kingdom. Jesus told them, "In this 
world the kings and great men order their slaves around, and the 
slaves have no choice but to like it! But among you, the one who 
serves you best will be your leader." 

John 13:2-15 + 21-30 
During slipper the Devil had already suggested to Judas Iscariot, 
Simon's son, that this was the night to carry out his plan to betray 
Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father had given Him everything and 
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Oh. then I take back 
everythin9! Not only 

my feet then, but 
also mx head 

ancl hands! 

A man who 
has had a bath, 
needs only to 
wash his feet: 

you are clean 
now ... 

'·"-ry.;' 
''{� .l.f' 
·� .. -��1 

Do you understand what 
I nave done for you? 

You call me Teacher and 
Lord and riqhtly so. For 
that is what I am. Now 
that I, your Master, have 
made myself your servant 
I have set an example for 

you. Therefore, do 
the same for one 

another. 

that He had come from God and that He would return to God. Anc' 
how He loved His disciples! So He got up from supper table, took 
off His robe, wrapped a towel around His loins, poured w�ter into 
basin, and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them 
with the towel He had around Him. When He came to Simon Pet 



At the be_qinnin9 of the meal, 
Jesus anathe disciples eat the 
bitter salad, to remember 
the time of oppression which their 
forefathers experienced 
in E9ypt before 
the 9reat Exodus. 

My friends, I have 
somethin9. sad to 
tell you. One of 
you is goil')g to 

betray Me. 

�··� . ./� � 
Jeter said to Him, "Master, You shouldn't be washing our feet like 
this I" Jesus replied, "You don't understand now why I am doing it; 
some day you will." "No", Peter protested, "You shall never wash 
my feet I" "But if I don't, you can't be My partner", Jesus replied 
Simon Peter exclaimed, "Then wash my hands and head as well -
not just my feet 1" Jesus replied, "One who has bathed all over 
needs only to ha·,e his feet washed to be entirely clean. Now you 
are clean - but that isn't true of everyone here." For Jesus knew 
who would betray Him. That is what He meant when He said, "Not 
all of you are clean." After washing their feet He put on His robe 
again and sat down and askecl, "Do you understand what I was 
doing 7 You call Me 'Master' and 'Lord', and you do well to say it, 
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Yes, I mean it. One of you, 
eatin9 at My table ... 

Simon Peter motioned to John and said: 
Ask Him who He means ... 

we could try and prevent it. 



.. and it 
was night ... 

for it is true. And since I, the Lord and Teacher, have washed your 
feet. you ought to wash each other's feet. I have given you an 
example to follow: do as I have done to you." 
Now Jesus was in great anguish of spirit and exclaimed. "Yes, it is 
true - one of you will betray Me." The disciples looked at-each 
other, wondering whom He could mean. Since I was sitting next to 
Jesus at the table. being His dosest friend, Simon Peter motioned to 
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After Judas had taken 
the piece of bread, 
he got up and went out ... 

I don't know. 
May be Jesus has 
insfructed him to 

buy something ... 

..o� to qive something 
to fhe poor as 

we always do on 
the Pass-over. 

me to ask Him who it was who would do this terrible deed. So I 
turned and asked Him, "Lord, who is it?" He told me. "It is the om 
honor by giving the bread dipped in the sauce." And when He had 
dipped it. He gave it to Judas, son of Simon Iscariot. As soon as 
Judas had eaten it, Satan entered into him. Then Jesus told him, 
"Hurry - do it now." None of the others at the table knew what 
Jesus meant. Some thought that since Judas was their treasurer, 
Jesus was telling him to go and pay for the food or to give some 
monPy to the poor. Judas left at once, going out into the night. 



After Judas has 9one, 
Jesus gives the s19n to start 
eating. He says tne blessing .... 

.. but He adds ... 

Luke 22:19-20 

..take and eat; 
this is My body. 
broken for you. 

Then He took a loaf of bread; and when He had thanked God for 
it. He broke it apart and gave .it to them, saying, "This is My body, 
given for you. Eat it in remembrance of Me." After supper He gave 
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.'Praise be to 
You, our God, 

for providing us 
with this 

food! 

He breaks the bread 
and gives it to them

:
·· 

them another glass of wine, saying, "This wine is the token of 
God's new agreement to save you - an agreement sealed with th'e 
blood I shall pour out to purchase back your souls." 



After eating the bread, Jesus 
takes the cup and gives thanks ... ..Thank You, our 

God, Who gladdens 
us with tne fruit 

of the vine ... 

Then Jesus and His disciples end the meal 
and sing the songs of 'Pass-over. 
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.. but He adds ... 

. .Take this cup of the New Covenant in 
My blood, which. is poured out. for many 

for the forgiveness of their sins. 
/i-

"" 

After that they leave Jerusalem ... 

Where's he 
taking us? 

\ 



\ . 

o down tne Kidron Valley ... 

·�ti',. i;.· ; ��-

Peter ... toni9ht, before · ··, 

the rooster crows twice, 
you y!)urself will disown 

Tne others 
may be ashamed, 
I will not! Even 

if I have to 

die, I will never 
disown you! 

/V\e three times! 

Mark 14: 2.6-72 
Then they sang a hymn and went out to the Mount of Olives. "All 
of you will desert Me", Jesus told them, "for God has declared 
through the prophets, 'I will kill the Shepherd, and the sheep will 
scatter.' But after I am raised to life again, I will go to Galilee and 
meet you there." Peter said to Him, "I will never desert You no 
matter what the others do!" "Peter", Jesus said, "before the cock 
crows a second time tomorrow morning you will deny Me three 
times." "No!" Peter exploded. "Not even if I have to die with You! 
I'll never deny You!" And all the others vowed the same. And now 
they came to an olive grove called the Garden of Gethsemane, and 
He instructed His disciples, "Sit here, while I go and pray." He took 
Peter, James and John with Hini and began to be filled with horror 
and deepest distress. And He said to them, "My soul is crushed by 
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· After crossing Kidron river, tney 
begin to clim6 tne Mount of Olives. 

hey went to the garden called Gethsemane ... 

Sit down nere ... 
/'II gp further with 

Peter, James 
and John. 



Jesus took the three disciples along with Him .... 

Jesus returns to His disciples to find comfort. but ... 
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Vear friends, I'm overwhelmed with sorrow 
to the point of death! 

Abba. f"ather! Everything is 
possible with You. Let me 

escaP.e from the terrible events 
that wiil come over Me ... 

sorrow tn the poin� of death; stay here and watch with Me." He 
went on a little further and fell to the ground and prayed that if it 
were possible the awful hour awaiting Him might never come. 
"Father. Father". He said. "everything is possible for You. Take 
away this cup from Mr. Yet I want Your will. not Mine." T.hen He 
returried to the three disciples and found them asleep. "Simon! .. 
He said. "Asleep? Couldn't you watch with Me even one hour, 
Watch with Me and pray lest the Tempter overpower you. For 
thaLJgh the spirit is willing enough, the body is weak." And He 
went away again and prayed, repeating His pleadings. Again He 
returnP.d to them and found them sleeping, for they were very 
tired. And they didn't know what to say. The third time when He 
returned to them He said, "Sleep on; get your rest! But no! The 
time for sleep has ended! Look! I am betrayed into the hands of 
wic�ed men. Come! Get up! We must go! Look! My betrayer is 



My hour has come! 
Loof.. Im betrayed into 

the hands of sinners! 
'Rise/ Let's 90/ 

Here comes 
My betrayer. 

here! H And immediately, while He was still speaking, Judas (one of 
His disciples) arrived with a mob equipped with swords and clubs, 
sent out by the chief priests and other Jewish leaders. Judas had 
told them, "You will know which one to arrest when I go over and 
greet Him. Then you can take Him easily." So as soon as they 
arrived he walked up to Jesus. "Master!" he exclaimed. and 
embraced Him with a great show of friendliness. Then the mob 
arrested Jesus and held Him fast. But someone pulled a sword and 
slashed at the high priest's servant, cutting off his ear.' Jesus asked 
them, "Am I some dangerous robber, that you come like this, 
armed lo the teeth to capture Me? Why didn't you arrest Me in the 
Temple? I was there teaching every day. But these things are 
happening to fulfill the prophecies about Me." Meanwhile. all His 
disc.iples had fled. There was, however. a young man following 
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The man whom /'II kiss. · 
He'll be your man! 



along behind, clothed only in a linen nightshirt. When the mob tried 
to grab him, he escaped, though his clothes were torn off in the 
process, so that he ran away completely naked. Jesus was led to the 

�
gh Priest's home where all the chief priests and other Jewish 

I ders soon gathered. Peter followed far behind and then slipped 
1 ide the gates of the High Priest's residence and crouched beside a 
fire among the servants. Inside, the chief priests and the whole 
Jewish Supreme Court were trying to find something against Jesus 

So you come secretly, at night ·t 
to arrest us! I'll teach yau! 
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The company_ of soldiers took 
Jesus away from the Mount 
of Olives to Jerusalem .... 

rt/ enter the 
court yard to find 

out what the'/ intend to do. 

., 

;.·<�,���·:''. .;- .. \,; .·:.·. , ·-·�
!

;;: ,., ·. ,' /'�'i-,..;: •ilt-�:f, I 
. }(�"fn�t �ol!J1

t
te �-�fficien(.to_c§nd�mn H·irr\\tc fdeath. But their efforts 

c,,-.•. " > were In va1h; rvlany. false witnesses volunteered, but they 
contradicte�acti' otHtr. Finally some men stood up to lie ilbout Hirn 
and said. ··Wlhe�'rd him say, 'I wili destroy this Temole made with 
human hands and in three days I will build another. made without 



Really? But you 
act suspicious. 

You are one 
of His disciples. 

Meanwhile, in the official residence ..... 
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Jesus is taken to 

the high priest, 
who has called 
a meetin.9 of the 
Sanhedrin: the priests, 
the elders and 
teachers of 
the law ... 

It's hard to believe that 
He dared to speak 

against the c:il.9ry of God 
and the-, emple. 

human hands!'" But even then they didn't get their stories straight! 
Then the High Priest stood up before the Court and asked Jesus, 
"Do you refuse to answer this charge? What do you have to say for 
yourself?." To this Jesus made no reply. Then the High Priest asked 
Him. "Are you the Messiah, the Son of God?" Jesus said, "I am, 
and you will see Me sitting at the right hand of God, and r-eturning 
to earth in the clouds of heaven." Then the High Priest tore at his 
clothes and said, "What more do we need? Why wait for 
witnesses? You have heard his blasphemy. What is your verdict?" 
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Let's droe. these discussions 
about the '/ emple, because the 

accused does not answer ... 
let's 90 on ... Jesus, tell us 

clearly Are You 
the Christ, the 

Son of the 
living Goa? 

And the vote for the death sentence was unanimous. Then some of 
them began to spit at Him, and they blindfolded Him and began to 
hammer His face with their fists. "Who hit you that time, you 
propheP" they jeered. And even the bailiffs were using their fists 
on Him as they led Him away. Meanwhile Peter was below in the 
courtyard. One of the maids who worked for the High Priest noticed 
Peter warming himself at the fire. She looked at him closely and 
then announced, "You were with Jesus, the Na+arene." Peter 
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I record: All judges 
are outra9,ecl ur.on 

hearing this blasphemy 
and the hi9h priest tears 

his clothes to show his 
indignation. 



The case is settled! 
But for every death sentence ... 

Meanwhile, around 
the fire in the 
court yard .... 

Yes, you're a 
Galilean! Your 

accent gives you 
away! 

Peter begins fo 
curse and swears 

to them: I don't 
know Him! 

denied it. "I don't know what you're talking about!" he said, and 
walked over to the edge of the courtyard. Just then, a rooster 
crowed. The maid saw him standing there and began telling the 
others. "There he is! There's that disciple of Jesus!" Peter denied it 
again. A little later others standing around the fire began saying to 
Peter, "You are, too, one of them, for you are from Galilee!" He 
began to curse and swear. "I don't even know this fellow you are 
talking about". he said. And immediately the rooster crowed the 
second time. Suddenly Jesus· w_ords flashed through Peter's mind: 
"Before the cock crows twice, you will deny Me three times." And 
he began to cry. 

·--· · 

r..--:-... 
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.. the consent of the Roman 
Governor must be obtained. 

Yes, that's right. 
Only he can pass a death 

sentence and 
have someone executed. 

t\ 
Let's send Jesus to 

Pilate who is in 
Jerusalem to oversee the 

Feast of Pass-over. 

I now remember 'lt 
the words of Jesus: 
"Before the rooster 
crows twice, you will 

disown Me three times." 
Ooh I'm a coward ... a 
miserable, hopeless 

coward! 

Coo-ou-ooh ... . 
Coo-ou-ooh ... . 



Judas heard that the 
Sanhedrin has condemned Jesus. 

�"r. 
··:'!'-�.; 

He is f,iieci with 
remo,�se end hurries 
to the Sanhedrin to 
rP.fw·n f/,e thirty 
silver coins .... 

The next 
morning. 
Jesus is 

taken to 
Pilate ... 

;:v·� 
'Matthew 27:3-5 
About that time Judas, who betrayed �im, when he saw that Jesus.a���� 
had been condemned to die, change�his mind and deeply 
regretted what he had done, and brought back the money to the 
chief priests and other Jewish leaders. "I have sinned", he declared, 
"for I have betrayed an innocent man." "That's your problem", 
they retorted. Then he threw the money onto the floor of the 
Tempi� and went out and hanged himself. 
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..----1 ' .. by the deputies /Jf the Sanhedrin. 
.... 

-----

Go and tel( tne 
Governor thcit we 13ut we cannot ' 

hand over to his court· enter the palace, because 
this danqer-ous man, who it'srthe r-e.sidence of a 
presenfs himself as the Gentile. We wouldn't 

��=====�:i Messiah and the Kin9. be able to eat the 
of the Jews! Pass-over meal. 

My kingdom is not 
of this world. If it 

were, My servants 
would have fought 

to J?revent 
fV\ y arrest 
by the Jews 

We bring him to you. 
because we have no 

right to execute 
anyone ... 
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John 18: 28-19: 16 

Jesus· trial before Caiaphas ended in the early hours of the 
:-nornrng. Next he was taken to the palace of the Roman 
governor. His accusers wouldn't go in themselves for that would 
'defile' them, they said, and they wouldn't be allowed to eat the 
Passover lamb. So Pilate, the governor, went out to them and 
asked, "What is your charge against this man? What are you 
accusing him of doing?" "We wouldn't have arrested him if he 
weren't a criminal!" they retorted. "Then take him away and 
judge him yourselves by your own laws", Pilate told them. "But 
we want him crucified". they said, "and your approval is 
required." This fulfilled Jesus' prediction concerning the method 
of His ex£:cution. Then Pilate went back into the palace and called 
for Jesus to be brought to him. "Are you the King of the Jews?" 
he askea Him. " 'King· as you use the word or as the Jews use 
it?" Jesus asked. "Am I a Jew?" Pilate retorted. "Your own 
people and their chief priests brought you here. Why? What have 
you done?" Then Jesus answered, "I am not an earthly king. If I 
were, My followers would have fought when I was arrested by 
the jewish leaders. But My Kingdom is not of the world." Pilate 



It is obvious that I'm not dealinq_ with a 
dangerous agitator. rather a kind o1 philosopher 

... or a fanatic ... but the outrage of these Pharisees 
against this Jesus must have another, a secret · 

reason ... I must think this over ... for I 
don't want to be manipulated ... 
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replied, "But you are a king then?" "Yes", Jesus said. "I was born for that purpose And I came to bring truth to the world. All who lcve the truth are My followers. "What is.truth7" Pilate exclaimed. Then he went out again to the people and told them. "He is not guilty of any crime. But you have a custom of asking me to release someone from prison each year at Passover. So if you want me to, I'll release the 'King of the Jews'." But they screamed back, "Nol Not this man, but Barabbas I" Barabbas was a robber. fhen Pilate laid open Jesus back with a leilded whip, ;ind the soldiers made a crown of thorns and placed 1t on His head and robed Him in a royal purple. "Hail 'King of the Jewsl"' they mocked, and struck Him with their fists. Pilate went outside again and said to the Jews, "I am going to bring him out to you now, but understand clearly that I find him NOT GUILTY " Then Jesus rame out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. And Pilil!e said, "Behold the man!" At sight of Him the chief priests and Jewish officials began yelling, "Crucify1 Crucify1" "You crucify him", Pilate said. "I find him NOT GUILTY" They replied, "By our 



Tomorrow will be the great 
Sabbath-Day (Pass-over), 
the most sacred national 

Feast of the Jews .. 

We.the 
Zealots, need a 

man like 
Barabbas! 

.. and now the court 
yard is filling up with 

people wno want 
to see you .... 

.. and expect yau 
to release a prisoner 

of their choice. 

Citizens of Jerusalem! 'Please be calm. 

X2 

We want you to celebrate your 'Pass-over 
in peace and trust that all rilgrims 

will be received we/ . 



'· 

I remind yoo. that the Roman 
army has been strengthened 

and is watching from the Citadel 
Antonia to P.revent any 

proof ems. 

-uA.JJ,fvrvr 

Two of them are wellknown: 
Jesus and Barabba�. Which one 
of them do you want released? 



Silence! m have the two 
prisoners brought out. then 

you can see them and 
make a better choice. 

K4 

A prophe; who heals the sick. bl:d� and paralyzed ... and gives hope 
to the poor, exploited 
and desperate people? 



OJ,, look 
how terrible. 

They have 
beaten Jesus! 

------

we have no lonqer 
the right to execufe ... but 

according to our law. 
He must die because 

He claims to be the Son of God. 

laws he ought to die because he called himself the Son of God." 
When Pilate heard this, he was more frightened tban ever. He took 
Jes�s back into the palace again and asked Him, "Where are you 
from7" but Jesus gave no answer. "You won't talk to me?" Pilate 
demanded. "Don't you realize that I have the power to release you 
or to crucify you?" Then Jesus said, "You would have no power at 
all over Me unless it were given to you from above. So those who 
brought Me to you have greater sin," Then Pilate tried to release 
Him, but the Jewish leaders told him, "If you release this man, you 
are no friend of Caesar's. Anyone who declares himself a king is a 
rebel against Caesar." At these words Pilate brought Jesus out to 
them again and sat down at the judgement bench on the stone
paved platform. It was now about noon of the day before Passover. 
And Pilate said to the Jews. "Here is your king!" "Away with him -
crucify him!" "What? Crucify your king?" Pilate asked. "We have 
no king but Caesar", the chief priests shouted back. Then Pilate 
gave Jesus to them to be cru(ified. 
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Please, don't risk 
'your position! A Jew 

more or fess, 
what's t.�at to you? 
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Oh! the right P.eople of Jerusalem 
were not here to def end 

Jesus! ... Only these worthless 
partisans of Barabbas! 
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On this day three executions will take 
place ... and according to custom. every 
condemned man must be whipped. 

Now Jesus must carry_ the cross-beam of His own cross, 
with a notice around His neck, proclaiming the judgement. 



And the sad procession starts moving .... 
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Me? .... But I'm not from 
Jerusalem! I'm a decent 

man from Cyrene! 

He.s too weak 
to carry his cross; 
he lost too much 
blood because of 

the whipping. 

Be wise 
and don't 

resist or you 
will be sorry. 
Romans are 

tou9h and besides, 
it's not so far to 
Golgotha from 

here. 
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Hey, you! I order ypu to 

carry the cross of this 
condemned man to Golgotha! 
That is an order! Now. obey! 

Help Him. He's 
innocent! He's Jesus 

of Nazareth, the 
great prophet! . . 



Daughters of Jerusalem, why 
do you weep for Me? Rather 
weep for yourselves and your 

children ... 

Look, here,s 
the place for the 

execution, which is 

called Golgotha 
or "the sfo//". 

.. as not long from 
now a terrible 

punishment will fall 
on Jerusalem. 

Luke 23: 25-56 

And he released Barabbas, the man in prison for insurrection ·and 
murder, at their request. But he delivered Jesus over to them to do 
with as they would. As the crowd led Jesus away to His death, 
Simon of Cyrene, who was just coming into Jerusalem from the 
country, was forced to follow, carrying Jesus' cross. Great crowds 
trailed along behind, and many grief-stricken women. But Jesus 
turned Jnd said to them.· "Daughters of Jerusalem, don't weep for 
Me, but for yourselves and for your children. For the days are 
coming when the women who have no children will be counted 
fortunate indeed. Mankind will beg the mountains to fall on them 
and crush them, and the hills to bury them. I-or if such things as this 
are done to Me, the Living Tree. what will they do to you?" Two 
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When they arrive at 
Gol96tha, they, brutally 
t.ake off Jesus clothing. 

91 



You're thirsty. that's 
the fever of dying! 

Here, take a 
little sour wine. 

92 

others, criminals, were led out to be executed with Him at a place 
cailed 'The Skull'. There all three were crucified - Jesus on the 
center cross, and the two criminals on either side. "Father, forgive 
these people". Jesus said, "for they don't know what they are 
doing." And the soldiers gambled for His clothing, throwing dice 
for each piece. The crowd watched. And the Jewish leaders 
laughed and scoffed. "He was so good at helping others", they 
said, "let's see him save himself if he is really God's Chosen One, 
the Messiah." The soldiers mocked Him, too, by offering Him a 
drink - of sour wine. And they called �o Him, "If you are the King of 
the Jews, save yourself!" A signboard was nailed to the cross above 
Him with these words: "THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS". One of 
the criminals hclnging beside Him scoffed, "So you're the Messiah, 
are you? Prove it by saving yourself - and us. too, while you're at 



Aren't you the Christ? 

The Saviour? Save 
Yourself and us also! 

itl" But the other criminal protested. "Don't you even fear God 
when you are dying? We deserve to die for our evil deeds, but this 
man hasn't done one thing wrong." Then he said, "Jesus, 
remember me when You come into Your Kingdom." And Jesus 
replied, "Today you will be with Me in Paradise. This is a solemn 
promise." By now it was noon. and darkness fell across the whole 
land for three hours, until 3 o'clock. The light from the sun was 
gone - and suddenly the thick veil hanging in the Temple split 
apart. Then Jesus shouted, "Father, I commit My spirit to You", and 
with those words He died. When the captain of the Roman military 
unit handling the execution? sqw what had happened, he was 
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Look at those clouds/ 
It's getting dork and it's only 

three o'clock in the afternoo�. 



stricken with awe before God and said, "Surely this man was 
innocent." And when the crowd that ca111e to see the crucifixion 
saw that Jesus was dead, they went home in deep sorrow. 
Meanwhile, Jesus' friends, including the women who had followed 
Hirn down from Galilee, stood in the distance watching. Then a man 
named Joseph, a member of the Jewish Supreme Court, from the 
city of i\rimathea in Judea. went to Pilate and asked for the body of 
Jesus He was a godly man who had been expecting the Messiah's 
rnm1ng and had not agreed with the decision and actions of the 
other Jewish leaders. So he took down Jesus· body and wrapped it 
in a long linen cloth and laid it in a new, unused tomb hewn into 
the rock (at the side of a hill). This was done late on Friday 
afternoon, the day of preparation for the Sabbath. As the body was 
taken away, the women from Galilee followed and saw it.carried 
into the tomb. Then they went home and prepared spices and 
ointments to embalm Him; but by the time they were finished it was 
the Sabbath, so they rested all that day as required by the Jewish' 
law. 

· - ·' · 
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Pilate orders me to have 
the legs of the condemned 

broken and the bodies fctkeh from 
the crosses. The Jews don't want 

the bodies left during the Sabbath, 
because that would orinq 
a curse over the people! 

Soldiers, 
break the 
le9,s of the 

conaemned, so 
that they 

die quickly! 



Jesus died lik.e 
a criminal ... and I believe that He Was realfY, the 

Messiah. 

As\soon as I heard of His-- death, I made a 
mixture of 

mxrrh and aloes ... ana Joseph is brin9 a shrowd and strips 
of linen .. 
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Aft
t

l
h
ast the heavy stone is rolled in front 

0 e entrance of the tomh .. 
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Early in tne morriin9, on tne day after Pass-over 
Sabf:iath. tne women are 9oin9 to tne tomb ... 

��������---

( .. to prepare tne body 

Mark 16:1-8 

� of Jesus properly ... 

Wno could 
nave been nere 

before us? 
The sun has 
just risen. 

Oh. now terrible. now 
norrible! They've taken 

'.Jesus' body away! 

The next evening when the Sabbath ended, Mary Magdalene and 
Salome and Mary the mother of James went out and purchased 
embalming spices. Early in the following morning, just at sunrise. 
they carried them out to the tomb. On the way they were discussing 
how they could ever roll aside the huge stone from the entrance. But 
when they arrived they looked up and saw that the stone • a very 
heavy one · was alre.ady moved away and the entrance was open! So 
they entered the tomb - and there on the right sat a young man 
clothed in white. The women were startled, but the angel said, 
"Don't be so surprised .. Aren't you looking for Jesus, the Nazarene 
who was crucified? He isn't here! He has come back to life! Look, 
that's where His body was lying. Now go and give this message to 
His disciples including Peter: 'Jesus is going ahead of you to Galilee. 
You will see Him there, just as He told you before He died!"' The 
women fled from the tomb, trembling and bewildered, too 
frightened to talk. 
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Let's leave the 
spices here .... /'II run and 

tell the disciples! 
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The linen in which 
Jesus' body was wrapP,ed 

has not been touchea! 
I wonder what 
has happened. 

John 20: 1-18 

John. Peter! 
I come directly from 

the tomb. but it is 
empty! Jesus' body 

is gone! 

./
:, 

_-<"" 

Early Sunday morning, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came 
to the tomb and found that the stone was rolled aside from the 
entrance. She ran and found Simon Peter and me and said, "They 
have taken the Lord's- body out of the tomb, and I don't know 
where they have put Him!" We ran to the tomb to see; I outran 
Peter and got there first. and stooped and looked in and saw the 
linen cloth lying there. but I didn't go in. Then Simon Peter arrived 
and went on inside. ·He also noticed the cloth lying there, while the 
swath that had covered Jesus' head was rolled up in a bundle and 
was lying at the side. Then I went on too, and saw, and believed 
tl:tat He had risen - for until then we hadn't realized that the 
Scriptures said He would come to life again! We went on home, 
and by that time Mary had returned to the tomb and was standing 
outside crying. And as she wept, she stooped and looked in and 
saw two white-robed angels sitting at the head and foot of the 
place where the body of Jesus had been lying. "Why are you 
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John. look here ... 

�--
l 

John, r,a,tt're runllir>q\ 
too fost/ f'm out "' 

��/
) 

A dead bod)' isn,t stolen in 
this wayl Either it s taken away 

in the cloth or without it. and then 
the cloth would be in disorder. 

This is myster-ious 
and I wonder ... 



Mary Magdalene has returned 
to tne tomb ... wondering 
and weeping .. 

crying?" the angels asked her. "Because they have taken away my 
Lord", she replied, "and I don't know where they have put Him." 
She glanced over her shoulder and saw someone standing behind 
her. It was Jesus, but she didn't recognize Him! "Why are you 
crying?" He asked her. "Whom are you looking for?" She thought 
He was the gardener. "Sir", she said, "if you have taken Him away, 
tell me where you have put Him, and I will go and get Him " 
i' Mary!" Jesus said. She turned toward Him. "Master!" she 
exclaimed. "Don't touch Me", He cautioned. "for I haven't yet 
a'scended to the Father. But go find My brothers and tell them that I 
ascend to My Father and your Father, My God and your God." Mary 
Magdalene found the disciples and told them, "I have seen the 
Lord!" Then she gave them His message. 
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Gardener, if you 
have carried away 

His body. tell me 
where y(?u have 

.laid Him ... 
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MarY., 
your feelings 

overwhelm you! 
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Be sensible 
and reasonable 
It's impossible( 

,! 



That same day. in the evening. two of 
the disciples travel from Jerusalem to Emmaus ... 

We had hoP.ed that 
He was the One 

who would redeem 
Israel ... 

.. yes, for He was 
tne Christ . ... But 
it's over. It's the .... 

What a 
disappoi,-,+ment ! 

I believed Jesus and 
thought He would be the 

Messiah the world is 
waiting for. 

And instead He was 
sentenced to death and 
crucified like a criminal! 
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Let me explain 
to you what was 
saia in all the 

Scriptures 
concerning 

Him ... 

Luke 24:13-35 + 24:36-48 

That same day, Sunday, two of Jesus' followers were walking to the 
village of Emmaus, seven miles out of Jerusalem. As they walked 
along they were talking of Jesus' death. When suddenly Jesus 
Himself .came along and joined them and began walking beside 
them! But they didn't recognize Him, for God kept them from it. 
"You seem to be in a deep discussion about something," He said, 
"What are you so concerned about?" They stopped short, sadness 
written across their faces. And one of them, Cleopas, replied, "You 
must be the only person in Jerusalem who hasn't heard about the 
terrible thir;igs that happened there last week." "What things?" 
Jesus asked. "The things that happened to Jesus, the Man from 
Nazareth", they said. "He was a Prophet who did incredible miracles 
and was a mighty Teacher, highly regarded by both God and man. 
But the chief priests and our religious leaders arrested Him and 
handed Hirn over to the Roman government to be condemned to 
death, and they crucified Him. We had thought He was the glorious 
Messiah and that He had come to rescue Israel. And now, besides all 
this - which happened three days ago - some women from our. 
group of His followers were at His tomb early this morning and 
came back with an amazing report that His body was missing, and 
that they had seen some angels there who told them Jesus is alive! 
Some of our men ran out to see, and sure enough, Jesus' body was 
gone, just as the women had said." Then Jesus said to them, "You 
are such foolish, foolish people! You find it so hard to believe all 
that the PJ:9phets wrote in the Scriptures! Wasn't it clearly predicted 
by the1prophets that the Messiah would have to suffer all these 
things before entering His time of glory?" Then Jesus quoted them 
passage after passage from tfie writings of the prophets, beginning 
with the book of Genesis and going right on through the Scriptures, 
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How foolish you are and how 
slow of hearl in believing all 

that the prophets have written! 



When they were at the table, 
He took bread, gave thanks, 
broke it and gave it to them .... 

..then their eyes were 
opened and they 
recognized Him. 

But He 
disap

peared 
from 
their 
sight. 

explaining what the passages meant and what they said about 
Himself. By this time they were nearing Emmaus and the end of 
their journey. Jesus would have gone on, but they begged Him to 
stay the night with them, as it was getting late. So He went home 
with them. As they sat down to eat. He asked God's blessing on the 
food and then took a small loaf of bread and broke it and was 
passing it over to them. when suddenly - it was as though their eyes 
were opened - they recognized Him! And at that moment He 
disappeared! They began telling each other how their hearts had 
felt strangely warm as He talked with them and explained the 
Scriptures during the walk down the road. Within the hour they 
were -on their way back to Jerusalem, where the eleven disciples and 
the other followers of Jesus greeted them with these words, "The 
Lord has really risen! He appeared to Peter!" Then the two from 
Emmaua told their story of how Jesus had appeared to them as they 

1 

were walking along the road ai'ld how they had recognized Him as 
He was breaking the bread. 
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My heart was burning within 
me ... when He expJained the 

Scriptures to us/ 

And me too! At first 
I didn't understand ... but 

He made everything 
so very clear! 

Now listen to me: 
we recognized Him 

when he broke 
the bread. 

Suddenly. 
Jesus stands 
among them ... 

What am 
I seeing? Is 

this Jesus or 
do I see 
a ghost? 

And just as they were telling about it. Jesus Himself was suddenly 
standing there among them, and greeted them! But the whole 
group was terribly frightened, thinking they were seeing a ghost! 
"Why are you frightened?" He asked. "Why do you doubt that it is 
really I? Look at My hands! Look at My feet! You can see that it is I, 
Myself! Touch Me and make sure that I am not a ghost! For ghosts 
don't have bodies, as you see that I do!" As He spoke, He held out 
His hands for them to see the marks of the nails and showed them 
the wounds in His feet. Still they stood there undecided, filled with 
joy and doubt. Then He asked them, "Do you have anything here to 
eat?" They gave Him a piece of broiled fish, and He ate it as they 
watched! Then He said, "When I was with you before, don't you 
remember that My telling you that everything written about Me by 
Moses and the prophets and in the Psalms must all come true?" 
Then He opened their minds to understand at last these many 
Scriptures! And He said, "Yes, it was written long ago that the 
Messiah must suffer and die and rise again from the dead on the 
third day; And that this message of salvation should be taken from 
Jerusalem to all the nations: There is forgiveness of sins for all who 
turn to Me. You have seen these prophecies come true. 
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. the Jews ... 
and suddenly 
Jesus came 
and stood 
a�us! 

We wish you 
would have 

been with us. 

John 20:19-29 
That evening the disciples were meeting behind locked doors, in 
fear of the Jewish leaders, when suddenly Jesus was standing there 
among them! After greeting them, He showed them His hands and 
side. And how wonderful was their joy as they saw their Lordi He 
spoke to them again and said, "As the Father has sent Me, even so 
I am sending you." Then He breathed on them and told them, 
• Receive the Holy Spirit. If you. forgive anyone's sins, they are 
forgiven. If you refuse to forgive them, they are unforgiven.· One 
of the disciples, Thomas, 'The Twin', was not there at the time with 
the others. When they kept telling him, ·we have seen the Lord", 
he replied, "I won't believe unless I see the nail wounds in His 
hands - and put my fingers into them - and place my hand into His 
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Listen, Thomas, 
we had secretly 
9.athered. All tHe 
cloor were locked 
out of fear for .... 

'( our i'"!7gination 
,s running away 

with you. 

Then you would �v.• found out that you 
were entertaining illusions! 

Unless I see the nail 
marks in His hands and put my hond into 

His side, I won't believe it! Never! 
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At day break 
Jesus stands on 
the shore .... 
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A real bad night! 
We are totally 
exhausted and 

we cau9ht 
nothin9! 
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the Lord!" At that, Simt'ih Peter put on h tu\1ic (for he was stripped 
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to the waist) and jumped into the water and swam ashore. The rest 
of us stayed in the boat and pulled the loaded net to the beach, 
about 300 feet away. When we got there. we saw that a fire was 
kindled and fish were frying over it, and there was bread. "Bring 
some of the fish you've just caught," Jesus said. So Simon Peter 
went out and dragged the net ashore. By his count there were 153 
large fish; and yet the net hadn't torn! "Now come and have some 
breakfast!" Jesus said; and none of us dared ask Him if He really was 
the Lord, for we were quite sure of it. Then Jesus went around 



I've counted 1 s, 
great fish and 

y•t the net 
d,d not break. 

. third time Jesus had �· 1 •. � 
appeared to us since His return from t dead. After breakfast Jesus 
said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of John, do you love me more 
than these others?" "Yes,• Peter replied, "You know I am Your 
friend." "Then feed My lambs," Jesus told him. Jesus repeated the 
question: "Simon, son of John, do you really love Me?" "Yes Lord," 
Peter said, "You know I am Your friend." "Then take care of My 
sheep," Jesus said. Once more He asked him, "Simon, son of John, 
are you even My friend?" Peter was grieved at the way Jesus asked 
the question this third time. "Lord, You know my heart; Yo1.1 know I 
am," he said. Jesus said, "Then feed My little sheep. When you 
were young, you were able to do as you liked and go wherever you 
wanted to; but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands 
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Take care 
of f'l:.y sheep 

and My lambs. 
Be a good 
shepnerd. 

St:i� ... l? � ,, ,. 
and others will direct you and take you where you don't want to 
go." Jesus said this to let him know what kind of death he would 
die to glorify God. Then Jesus told him, "Follow Me." Peter turned 
around and saw the disciple Jesus loved following, the one who had 
leaned around at supper that time to ask Jesus, "Master, which of 
us will betray You?" Peter asked Jesus. "What about him Lord? 
What sort of death will he die?" Jesus replied, "If I want him to live 
until I return, what is that to you? You follow Me." So the rumor 
spread among the brotherhood that that disciple wouldn't die! But 
that isn't what Jesus said at all! He only said, "If I want him to live 
until I come, what is that to you7" I am that disciple! I saw these 
events and have recorded them here. And we all know that my 
account of these things is accurate. 

On the Mount of Olives, the disciples 
saw Jesus 90 up into heaven and 

He shall come back in 
the same manner 

very soon!!! 
Matthew 28: 16-20 

Then the eleven disciples left for Galilee, going to the mountain 
where Jesus had said they would find Him. There they met Hii:n an 
worshiped Him - but some of them weren't sure it really was Jesus 'I 
He told His disciples, "I have been given all authority in heaven an 
earth. Therefore go and make disciples in all the nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy .JJ. f 
Spirit, And then teach these new disciples to obey all the commanG5J,.- � 
I have given you; and be sure of this - that I am with you always, 
even to the end of the worl9." 

• 

I I 0 

Yes, ,:es Jesus .. .Y ou know 
that I love You, You know 

all things! 

Poor Peter ... He's almost crying ... 
This .fire seems to remind him of the fire in 

the court yard of the high priest. 

Therefore, go and 
make discipJes of all 

na tions ... ancl I shall be 
with you always! Till 
the end of the age! 



JAMES 

CHAPTER 1 
1 From James, a servant of God andof theLordJesus 

Christ. To the twelve tribes scattered among the nations. 
Greetings! 

2 Dear brothers, is your life full of difficulties and 
temptations? Then be happy. 

3 For when the way is rough, your patience has a 
chance to grow. 

4 So let it grow, and don't try to squirm out of your 
problems. For when your patience is finally in full 
bloom, then you will be ready for anything, strong in 
character, full and complete. 

5 If you want to know what God wants you to do, ask 
Him, and He will gladly tell you, for He is always ready 
to give a bountiful supply of wisdom to all who ask Him, 
He will not resent it. 

6 But when you ask Him, be sure that you really 
expect Him to tell you, for a doubtful mind will be as 
unsettled as a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed 
by the wind; 

7 ,8 And every decision you then make will be 
uncertain, as you turn first this way, and then that. If you 
don't ask with faith, don't expect the Lord to give you 
any solid answer. 

9 A Christian who doesn't amount to much in this 
world should be glad, for he is great in the Lord's sight. 

10, 11 But a rich man should be glad that his riches 
mean nothing to the Lord, for he will soon be gone like 
a flower that has lost its beauty and fades away, with
ered-killed by the scorching summer sun. So it is with 
rich men. They will soon die and leave behind all their 
busy activities. 

12 Happy is the man who doesn't give in and do 
wrong when he is tempted, for afterwards he will get as 
his reward the crown oflife that God has promised those 
who love Him. 

13 And remember, when someone wants to do 
wrong it is never God who is tempting him, for God 
never wants to do wrong and never tempts anyone else 
to do it. 

14 Temptation is the pull of man's own evil thoughts 
and wishes. 

15 These evil thoughts lead to evil actions and 
afterwards to the death penalty from God. 

16 So don't be misled, dear brothers. 
17 But whatever is good and perfect comes to us from 

God, the Creator of all light, and He shines forever 
without change or shadow. 

18 And it was a happy day for Him when He gave 
us our new lives, through the truth of His Word, and we 

became, as it were the first children in His new family. 
19 Dear brothers, don't ever forget that it is best to 

listen much, speak little, and not become angry; 
20 For anger doesn't make us good, as God demands 

that we must be. 
21 So get rid of all that is wrong in your life, both 

inside and outside, and humbly be glad for the wonder
ful message we have received, for it is able to save our 
souls as it takes hold of our hearts. 

22 And remember, it is a message to obey, not just 
to listen to. So don't fool yourselves. 

23 For if a person just listens and doesn't obey, he is 
like a man looking at his face in a mirror; 

24 As soon as he walks away, he can't see himself 
anymore or remember what he looks like. 

25 But if anyone k;eps looking steadily into God's 
law for free men, he will not only remember it but he 
will do what it says, and God will greatly bless him in 
everything he does. 

26 Anyone who says he is a Christian but dJesn't 
control his sharp tongue is just fooling himself, and his 
religion isn't worth much. 

27 The Christian who is pure and without fault, from 
God the Father's point of view, is the one who takes care 
of orphans and widows, and whose soul remains true to 
the Lord-not soiled and dirtied by its contact with the 
world. 
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CHAPTER2 
I Dear brothers, how can you claim that you belong 

to the Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, if you show 
favoritism to rich people and look down on poor 
people? 

2 If a man comes into your church dressed in 
expensive clothes and with valuable gold rings on his 
fingers, and at the same moment another man comes in 
who is poor and dressed in threadbare clothes, 

3 And you make a lot of fuss over the rich man and 
give him the best seat in the house and say to the poor 
man, "You can stand over there if you like, or else sit 
on the floor"-well, 

4 This kind of action casts a question mark across 
your faith-are you really a Christian at all?-and 
shows that you are guided by wrong motives. 

5 Listen to me, dear brothers: God has chosen poor 
people to be rich in faith, and the kingdom 0fheaven is 
theirs, for that is the gift God has promised to'all those 
who love Him. 

6 And yet, of the two strangers, you have despised the 
poor man. Don't you realize that it is usually the rich 
men who pick on you and drag you into court? 

7 And all too often they are the ones who laugh at 



Jesus Christ. Whose noble name you bear. 
8 Y cs indeed, it is good when you truly obey our 

Lord's command "You must love and help yourneigh
borsjustasmuchas you love and take care of yourself." 

9 But you are breaking this law of our Lord's hen 
you favor the rich and fawn over them, it is sin. 

10 And the person who keeps every law of God, but 
makes one little slip, is just as guilty as the per on who 

· has broken every law there is. 
11 For the God who said you must not marry a 

woman who already has a husband, also �id you must 
not murder, so even though you have not broken the 
marriage laws by committing adultery, but have mur
dered someone, you have entirely broken God's laws 
and stand utterly guilty before Him. 

12 You will be judged on whether or not you are 
doing what Christ wants you to. So watch what you do 
and what you think; 

13 For there will be no mercy to those who have 
shown no mercy. But if you have been merciful, then 
God's mercy toward you will win out over His judg
ment against you. 

14 Dear brothers, what's the use of saying that you 
have faith and are Christians, if you aren't proving it by 
helping others? Will that kind of faith save anyone? 

15 If you have a friend who _is in need of food and 
clothing, 

16 And you say to him, "Well good-bye and God 
bless you; stay warm and eat hearty," and then don't 
give him clothes or food, what good does that do? 

17 So you see, it isn't enough just to have faith. You 
must also do goo_d to prove that you have it. Faith that 
doesn't show itself by good works is no faith at all-it 
is dead and-useless. 

18 But someone may well argue, "You say the way 
to God is by faith alone, plus nothing; well, I say that 
good works are important too, for without good works 
you can't prove whether you have faith or not; but 
anyone can see that I have faith by the way I act." 

19 Are there still some among you who hold that 
"only believing" is enough? Believing in one God? 
Well, remember that the devils believe this too-so 
strongly that they tremble in terror! 

20 Dear foolish man! When will you ever learn that 
"b�lieving" is useless without doing what God wants 
you to? Faith that does not result in good deeds is not real 
faith. 

21 Don't you remember that even our father Abraham 
was declared good because of what he did, when he was 
willing to obey God, even if it meant offering his son 
Isaac to die on the/altar? 

22 Yo:u see, he was trusting God so much that he was 

willing to do. whatever Ood told • to; is faith wu 
made compJete by what he did by i1 actions, hi1 aood 
deeds. 

23 And so it happened just u the Scripture• say, that 
Abraham trusted God, and the Lord declared him aood 
in God's sight, and he wu even called "the friend of 
God." 

24 So you see, a man i1 saved by what he does, u well 
u by what he believes. 

2S Rahab, the prostitute, is another example of this. 
She was saved because of what she did when she hid 
those messengers and sent them safely away by a 
different road. 

26 Just as the body is dead when there is no spirit in 
it, so faith is dead if it is not the kind that results in good 
deeds. 

CHAPTER3 

1 ,2 Dear brothers, don't be too eaaer to tell others 
their faults, for we all make many mistakes, and when 
we teachers, who should know better, do wrong, our 
punishment will be pater than it would be for others. 
If anyone can control hi1 tonpe, it proves that he has 
perfect control over himself in every other way. 

3 W c can make a large horse tum around and go 
wherever we want by means of a small bit in his mouth. 

4 And a tiny rudder makes a huge ship tum wherever 
the pilot wants it to go, even though the winds.,arc 
strong. 

5 So also the tongue is a small thing, but what 
enormous damage it can do. A great forest can be set on 
fire by one tiny spark. 

6 And the tongue is a flame of fire. It is full of 
wickedness and poisons every part of the body. And the 
tongue is set on fire by hell itself, and can tum our whole 
lives into a blazing flame of destruction and disaster. 

7 Men have trained, or can train, every kind of animal 
or bird that lives and every kind of reptile and fish, 

8 But no human being can tame the tongue. It is 
always ready to pour out its deadly poison. 

9 Sometimes it praises our heavenly Father, and 
sometimes it breaks out into curses against men who are 
made like God. 

10 And so blessing and cursing come pouring out of 
the same mouth. Dear brothers, surely this is not right! 

11 Does a spring of water bubble out first with fresh 
water an:i then with bitter water? 

12 Can you pick olives from a fig tree, or figs from 
a grape vine? No, and you can't draw fresh water from 
a salty pool. 

13 If you are wise, live a life of steady goodness, so 
1 that on?y good deeds will pour forth. And if you don't 
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brag 'about them, then you will be truly wise! 
· 14 And by al I means don't brag about being 'Yise and 

good if you are bitter and jealous and selfish; that is the 
worst sort of lie. 

15 For jealousy and selfishness are not God's kind of 
wi�dom. Such things are earthly, unspiritual, inspired 
by the devil. 

16 For wherever there isjealousy or selfish ambition, 
there will be disorder and every other kind of evil. 

17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of 
all pure and full of quiet gentleness. Then it is peace
loving and courteous. It allows discussion and is willing 
to yield to others; it is full of mercy and good deeds. It 
is wholehearted and straightforward and sincere. 

18 And those who are peacemakers will plant seeds 
of peace and reap a harvest of goodness. 

CHAPTER4 
1 What is causing the quarrels and fights among you? 

Isn't it because there is a whole army of evil desires 
within you? 

2 you want what you don't have so you kill to get it. 
You long for what others have, and can't afford it, so 
you start a fight to take it away from them. And yet the 
reason you don't have what you want is that you don't 
ask God for it. 

3 And even when you do ask you don't get it because 
your whole aim is wrong-you wantonly what will give 
you pleasure. 

4 You are li�e an unfaithful wife who loves her 
husbaryd's enemies. Don't you realize that making 
friends with God's enemies-the evil pleasures of this 
world-makes you an enemy of God? I say it again, that 
if your aim is to enjoy the evil pleasure of the unsaved 
world, you cannot also be a friend of God. 

5 Or what do you think the Scripture means when it 
says that the Holy Spirit, whom God has placed within 
us, watches over us with tender jealousy? 

6 But He gives us more and more strength to stand 
against all such evil longings. As the Scripture says, 
God gives strength to the humble but sets Himself 
against the proud and haughty. 

7 So give yourselves humbly to God. Resist the devil 
and he will flee from you. 

8 And when you draw close to God, God will draw 
close to ·you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and let your 
hearts be filled with God alone to make them pure and 
true to Him. 

9 Let there be tears for the wrong things you have 
done. Let there be sorrow and sincere grief. Let there be 
sadness instead of laughter, and gloom instead of joy. 

10 Then when you realize your worthlessness before 
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the Lord, He will lift you up, encourage and help you. 
11 Don't criticize and speak evil about each other, 

dear brothers. If you do you will be fighting against 
God's law of loving one another declaring it wrong. But 
your job is not to decide whether this law is right or 
wrong, but to obey it. 

12 Only He who made the law can rightly judge 
amohg us. He alone decides to save us or destroy. S� 
what right do you have to judge or criticize others? 

13 Look here, you people who say, "Today or 
tomorrow we are going to such and such a town, stay 
there a year, and open up a profitable business." 

14 How do you know what is going to happen 
tomorrow? For the length of your lives is as uncertain 
as the morning fog-now you see it; soon it is gone. 

15 What you ought to say is, "If the Lord wants us 
to, we shall live and do this or that.1' 

16 Otherwise you will be bragging about your own 
plans, and such self-confidence never pleases God. 

17 Remember, too, that knowing what is right to do 
and then not doing it is sin. 

CHAPTERS 
1,2 Look here, you rich men, now is the time to cry 

and groan with anguished grief because of all the 
terrible trouble ahead of you. Your wealth is even now 
rotting away, and your fine clothes are becoming mere 
moth-eaten rags. 

3 The value of your gold and'8ilver is dropping fast, 
yet it will stand as evidence against you, and eat your 
flesh like fire. That is what you have stored up for 
yourselves, to receive on that coming day of judgment. 

4For listen! Hear the cries of the field workers whom 
you have cheated of their pay. Their cries have reached 
the ears of the Lord of Hosts. 

5 You have spent your years here on earth having 
fun, satisfying your every whim, and now your fat 
hearts are ready for the slaughter. 

6 You have condemned and killed good men who 
had no power to defend themselves against you. 

7 Now as for you, dear brothers who are waiting for 
the Lord's return, be patient, like a farmer who waits 
until the autumn for his precious harvest to ripen. 

8 Yes, be patient. And take courage, for the coming 
of the Lord is near. 

9 Don't grumble about each other brothers. Are you 
yourselves above criticism? For see! the great Judge is 
coming. He is almost here [let Him do whatever criti
cizing must be done]. 

10, 11 For examples of patience in suffering, look at 
the Lord's prophets. We know how happy they are now 
because they stayed true to Him then, even though they 
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suffered greatly for it. Job is an example of a man who 
continued to trust the Lord in sorrow; from his experi
ences we can see how the Lord's plan finally ended in 
good for He is full of tenderness and mercy. 

12 But most of all, dear brothers do not swear either 
by heaven or earth or anything else;just say a simple yes 
or no, so that you will not sin and receive God's curse. 

13 Is anyone among you suffering? He should keep 
on praying about it. And those who have reason to be 
thankful should continually be singing praises to the 
Lord. 

14 Is anyone sick? He should call for the elders of the 
church and they should pray over him and pour a little 
oil over him, calling on the Lord to heal him. 

15 And their prayer, if offered in faith, will heal him, 
for the Lord will make him well; and ifhis sickness was 
caused by some sin the Lord will forgive him. 

16 Admit your faults to one another and pray for each 
other so that you may be healed. The earnest prayer of 
a righteous man has great power and wonderful results. 

17 Elijah was as completely human as we are, and yet 
when he prayed earnestly that no rain would fall, none 
fell for the next three and one-half years! 

18 Then he prayed again, this time that it would rain, 
and down it poured and the grass turned green and the 
gardens began to grow again. 

19 Dear brothers, if anyone has slipped away from 
God and no longer trusts the Lord, and someone helps 
him understand the Truth again, 

20 That person who brings him back to God will have 
saved a wandering soul from death, bringing about the 
forgiveness of his many sins. 

Sincerely, James 

ROMANS 

CHAPTER 1 

Dear Friends in Rome, 
1 This letter is from Paul, Jesus Christ's slave, 

chosen to be a missionary, and sent out to preach God's 
Good News. 

2 This Good News was promised long ago by God's 
prophets in the Old Testament. 

3 It is the Good News about His Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who came as a human baby, born into King 
David's royal family line; 

4 And by being raised from the dead He was proved 
to be themightySon ofGod,with theholy natureofGod 
Himself. 

5 And now, through Christ, all the kindness of God 
has been poured out upon us undeserving sinners; and 

now He is sending us out around the world to tell all 
people everywhere the great things God has done for 
them, so that they too, will believe and obey Him. 

6, 7 And you, dear friends in Rome, are among those 
He dearly loves; you, too, are invited by Jesus Christ to 
be God's very own-yes His holy people. May all 
God's mercies and peace be yours from God our Father 
and from Jesus Christ our Lord. 

8 Let me say first of all that wherever I go I hear you 
being talked about! For your faith in God is becoming 
known around the world. How I thank God through 
Jesus Christ for this good report, and for each one of 
you. 

9 God knows how often I pray for you. Day and night 
I bring you and your needs in prayer to the one I serve 
with all my might, telling others the Good News about 
His Son. 

l O And one of the things I keep on praying for is the 
opportunity God willing, to come at last to see you and, 
if possible, that I will have a safe trip. 

11,12 For I long to visit you so that I can impart to 
you the faith that will help your church grow strong in 
the Lord. Then, too, I need your help, for I want not only 
to share my faith with you but to 6e encouraged by 
yours: Each ofus will be a blessing to the other. 

13 I want you to know, dear brothers, that I planned 
to come many times before (but was prevented) so that 
I could work among you and see good results, just as I 
have among the other Gentile churches. 

14 For I owe a great debt to you and to everyone else, 
both to civilized peoples and heathen nations, yes, to the 
educated and uneducated alike. 

15 So, to the fullest extent of my ability, I am ready 
to come also to you in Rome to preach God's Good 
News. 

16 For I am not ashamed of this Good News about 
Christ. It is God's powerful method of bringing all who 
believe it to heaven. This message was preached first to 
the Jews alone, but now everyone is invited to come to 
God in this same way. 
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17 This Good News tells us that God makes us ready 
for heaven-makes us right in God's sight-when we 
put our faith and trust in Christ to save us. This is 
accomplished from start to finish by faith. As the 
Scripture says it, "The man who finds life will find it 
through trusting God." 

18 But God shows· His anger from heaven against all 
sinful, evil men who push away the truth from them. 

19 For the truth about God is known to them instinc
tively, God has put this knowledge in their hearts. 

20 Since earliest times men have seen the earth and 
sky and all God made, and have known of His existence 



and great eternal power. So they will have no excuse 
[when they stand before God at Judgment Day]. 

21 Yes, they knew about Him all right, but they 
wouldn't admit it orworshipHim oreven thankHimfor 
all His daily care. And after awhile they began to think 
up silly ideas of what God was like and what He wanted 
them to do. The result was that their foolish minds 
became dark and confused. 

22 Claiming themselves to be wise without God, 
they became utter fools instead. 

23 And then, instead of worshipping the glorious, 
ever-living God, they took wood and stone and made 
idols for themselves, carving them to look like mere 
birds and animals and snakes and puny men. 

24 So God let them go ahead into every sort of sex 
sin, and do whatever they wanted to-yes, vile and 
sinful things with each other's bodies. 

25 Instead of believing what they knew was the truth 
about God, they deliberately chose to believe lies. So 
they prayed to the things God made, but wouldn't obey 
the blessed God who made these things. 

26 That is why God let go of them and let them do all 
these evil things so that even their women turned against 
God's natural plan for them and indulged in sex sin with 
each other. 

27 And the men, instead of having a normal sex 
relationship with women, burned with lust for each 
other, men doing shameful things with other men and, 
as a result, getting paid within their own souls with the 
penalty they so richly deserved. 

28 So it was that when they gave God up and would 
not even acknowledge Him, God gave them up to doing 
everything their evil minds could think of. 

29 Their lives became full of every kind of wicked
ness and sin, of greed and hate, envy, murder, fighting, 
lying, bitterness, and gossip. 

30 They were backbiters, haters of God, insolent, 
proud braggarts always thinking ofnew ways of sinning 
and continually being disobedient to their parents. 

31 They tried to misunderstand, broke their prom
ises, and were heartless without pity. 

32 They were fully aware of God's death penalty for 
these crimes, yet they went right ahead and did them 
anyway, and encouraged others to do them, too. 

CHAPTER2 

I "Well," you may be saying, "what terrible people 
you have been talking about!" But wait a minute! You 
are just as bad. When you say they are wicked and 
should be punished, you are talking about yourselves, 
for you do these very_ same things. 

2 And we know that God, in justice, will punish 

anyone who does such things as these. 
3 Do you think that God will judge and condemn 

others for doing them and overlook you when you do 
them, too? 

4 Don't you realize how patient He is being with 
you? Or don't you care? Can't you see that He has been 
waiting all this time without punishing you, to give you 
time to turn from your sin? His kindness is meant to lead 
you to repentance. 

5 But no, you won't listen; and so you are saving up 
terrible punishment for yourselves because of your 
stubbornness in refusing to turn from your sin, for there 
is going to come a day of wrath when God will be the 
just Judge of all the world. 

6 He will give each one whatever his deeds deserve. 
7 He will give eternal life to those who patiently do 

the will of God, seeking for the unseen glory and honor 
and eternal life that He offers. 

8 But He will terribly punish those who fight against 
the truth of God and walk in evil ways-God's anger 
will be poured out upon them. 

9 There will be sorrow and suffering for Jews and 
Gentiles alike who keep on sinning. 

10 But there will be glory and honor and peace from 
God for all who obey Him, whether they are Jews or 
Gentiles. 

11 For God treats everyone the same. 
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12,13,14,15 He will punish sin wherever it is found. 
He will punish the heathen when they sin, even though 
they never had God's written laws, for down in their 
hearts they know right from wrong. God's laws are 
written within them; their own conscience accuses 
them, or sometimes excuses them. And God will punish 
the Jews for sinning because they have His written laws 
but don't obey them. They know what is right but don't 
do it. After all, salvation is not given to those who know 
what to do, unless they do it. 

16 The day will surely come when at God's com
mand Jesus Christ will judge the secret lives of every
one, their inmost thought and motives; this is all part of 
God's great plan which I proclaim. 

17 You Jews think all is well between yourselves and 
God because He gave His laws to you, you brag that you 
are His special friends. 

18 Yes, you know what He wants; you know right 
from wrong and favor the right because you have been 
taught His laws from earliest youth. 

19 You are so sure of the way to God that you could 
point it out to a blind man. You think of yourselves as 
beacon lights, directing men who are lost in darkness to 
God. 

20 You think that you can guide the simple and teach 



even children the affairs of God, for you really know His 
laws, which are full of all knowledge and truth. 

21 Yes, you teach others then why don't you teach 
yourselves? You tell others not to steal do you steal? 

22 You say it is wrong to commit adultery do you do 
it? You say, "Don't pray to idols\ and then make 
money your god instead. 

23 You are so proud of knowing God's laws, but you 
dishonor Him by breaking them. 

24 No wonder the Scriptures say that the world 
speaks evil of God because of you. 

25 Being a Jew is worth something if you obey God's 
laws, but if you don't, then you are no better off than the 
heathen. 

26 And if the heathen obey God's laws, won't God 
give them all the rights and honors He planned to give 
the Jews? 

27 In fact, those heathen will be much better off than 
you Jews who know so much about God and have His 
promises but don't obey His laws. 

28 For you are not real Jews just because you were 
born of Jewish parents or because you have gone 
through the Jewish initiation ceremony of circumci
sion. 

29 No, a real Jew is anyone whose heart is right with 
God. For God is not looking for those who cut their 
··bodies in actual body circumcision but He is looking for 
t_hose with changed hearts and minds. Whoever has that 
kind of change in his life will get his praise from God, 
even if not from you. 

CHAPTER3 
1 Then what's the use of being a Jew? Are there any 

speciJl benefits for them from God? Is there any value 
in the Jewish circumcision ceremony? 

2 Yes, being a Jew has many advantages. First of all, 
God trusted them with His laws [ so that they could know 
and do His will] . 

3 True, some of them were unfaithful, but just 
because they broke their promises to God, does that 
mean God will break His promises to those who love 
Him? 

4 Of course not! Though everyone else in the world 
is a liar, God is not. Do you remember what the book of 
Psalms says about this? That God's words will always 
prove true and right, no matter who questions them. 

5 "But," some say, "our breaking faith with God is 
good, our sins serve a good purpose, for people will 
notice how good God is when they see how bad we are. 
Is it fair, then, for Him to punish us when our sins are 
helping Him?" (That is_ the way some people talk.) 

6 God forbid! Then what kind of God would He be, 

to overlook sin? Ho.w could He ever condemn anyone? 
7 For He could not judge and condemn me as a sinner 

if my dishonesty brought Him glory by pointing up His 
honesty in contrast to my lies. 

8 If you follow through with that idea you come to 
this: the worse we are, the better God likes it! But the 
damnation of those who say such things is just. Yet 
some claim that this is what I preach! 

9 Well, then, are we Jews better than others? No, not 
at all, for we have already shown that all men alike are 
sinners, whether Jews or Gentiles. 

10 As the Scriptures say, "No one is good no one in 
all the world is innocent." 

11 No one has ever really followed God's paths, or 
even truly wanted to. 

12 Every one has turned away; all have gone wrong. 
No one anywhere has kept on doing what is right; not 
one. 

13 Their talk is foul and filthy like the stench from 
an open grave. Their tongues are loaded with lies. 
Everything they say has in it the sting and poison of 
deadly snakes. 

14 Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness. 
15 They are quick to kill, hating anyone who dis

agrees with them. 
16 Wherever they go they leave misery and trouble 

behind them, 
17 And they have never known what it is to feel 

secure or enjoy God's blessing. 
18 They care nothing about God nor what He thinks 

of them. 
19 So the judgment of God lies very heavily upon 

the Jews, for they are responsible to keep God's laws 
instead of doing all these evil things; not one of them has 
any excuse; in fact, all the world stands hushed and 
guilty before Almighty God. 
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20 Now do you see it? No one can ever be made right 
in God's sight by doing what the law commands. For the 
more we know of God's laws, the clearer it becomes that 
we aren't obeying them; His laws serve only to make us 
see that we are sinners. 

21,22 But now God has shown us a differ�t way to 
heaven not by "being good enough" and trying to keep 
His laws, but by a new way (though not new, really, for 
the Scriptures told about it long ago). Now God says He 
will accept and acquit us declare us "not guilty if we 
trust Jesus Christ to take away our sins. And we all can 
be saved in this sam.e way, by coming to Christ, no 
matter who we are or what we have been like. 

23 Yes, all have sinned, all fall short of God's 
glorious ideal; 

24Y et now God declares us "not guilty" of offend-



ing Him ifwe trust in Jesus Christ, who.in His kindness 
freely takes away our sins. 

25 For God sent Christ Jesus to take the punishment 
for our sins and to end all God's anger against us. He 
used Christ's blood and our faith as the means of saving 
us from His wrath. In this way He was being entirely 
fair, even though He did not punish those who sinned in 
former times. For He was looking forward to the time 
when Christ would come and take away those sins. 

26 And now in these days also He can receive sinners 
in this same way, because Jesus took away their sins. 
But isn't this unfair for God to let criminals go free, and 
say that they are innocent?No, for He does it on the basis 
of their trust in Jesus who took away their sins. · 

27 Then what can we boast about doing, to earn our 
salvation? Nothing at all. Why? Because our acquittal 

. is not based on our good deeds; it is based on what Christ 
has done and our faith in Him. 

28 So it is that we are saved by faith in Christ and not 
by the good things we do. 

29 And does God save only the-Jews in.this way? No, 
the Gentiles, too, may come to Him in this same manner. 

30 God treats us all the same, all, whether Jews or 
Gentiles, are acquitted if they have faith. 

31 Well then, if we are saved by faith, does this mean 
that we no longer need obey God's laws? Just the 
opposite! In fact, only when we trust Jesus can we truly 
obey Him. 

CHAPTER4 
1,2 Abraham was, humanly speaking, the founder of 

our Jewish nation. What were his experiences concern
ing this question ofbeing saved by faith? Was it because 
of his good deeds that God accepted him? If so, then he 
would have something to boast about. But from God's 
point of view Abraham had no basis at all for pride. 

3 For the Scriptures tell us Abraham believed God, 
and that is why God canceled his srns and declared him 
"not guilty." 

· 4,5 But didn't he earn his right to heaven by all the 
good things he did? No, for being saved is a gift; if a 
person could earn it by being good, then it wouldn't be 
free-but it is! It is given to those who do not work for 
it. For God declares sinners to be good in His sight if 
they have faith in Christ to save them from God's wrath. 

6 King David spoke of this describing the happiness 
of an undeserving sinner who is declared "not guilty" 
by God. 

7 "Blessed, and to be envied," he said, "are those 
whose sins are forgiven and put out of sight. 

8 Yes, what joy there is for anyone whose sins are no 
onger counted against him by the Lord." 

9 Now then, the question: Is this blessing given only 
, to those who have faith in Christ but also keep the 
Jewish laws, or is the blessing also given to those who 
do not keep the Jewish rules, but only trust in Christ? 
Well, what about Abraham? We say that he received 
these blessings through his faith. Was it by faith alone? 
Or because he also kept the Jewish rules? 

10 For the answer to that question, answer this one: 
When did God give this, blessing to Abraham? It was 
before he became a Jew-before he went through the 
Jewish initiation ceremony of circumcision. 

11 It wasn't until later on, after God had promised to 
bless him because of his faith, that he was circumcised. 
The circumcision ceremony was a sign that Abraham 
already had faith and that God had already accepted him 
and declared him just and good in His sight before the 
ceremony took place. So Abraham is the spiritual father 
of those who believe and are saved without obeying 
Jewish laws. We see, then, that those who do not keep 
these rules are justified by God through faith. 

12 And Abraham is also the spiritual father of those 
Jews who have been circumcised. They can see from his 
example that it is not this ceremony that saves them, for 
Abraham found favor with God by faith alone, before 
he was circumcised. 

13 It is clear, then, that God's promise to give the 
whole earth to Abraham and his descendants was not 
because Abraham obeyed God's laws but because he 
trusted God to keep His promise. 
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14 So if you still claim that God's blessings go to 
those who are "good enough," then you are saying that 
God's promises to those who have faith are meaning
less, and faith is foolish. 

15 But the fact of the matter is this: when we try to 
gain God's blessing and salvation by keeping His laws 
we always end up under His anger, for we always fail 
to keep them. The only way we can keep from breaking 
laws is not to have any to break! 

16 So God's blessings are given to us by faith, as a 
free gift; we are certain to get them whether or not we 
follow Jewish customs if we have faith like Abraham's, 
for Abraham is the father ofus all when it comes to these 
matters of faith. 

17 That is what the Scriptures mean when they say 
that God made Abraham the father of many nations. 
God will accept all people in every nation who trust God 
as Abraham did. And this promise is from God Himself, 
who makes the dead live again and speaks of future 
events with as much certainty as though they were 
already past! 

18 So, when God told Abraham that he would give 
him a son who would· have many descendants anf'-



become a great nation, Abraham believed God even 
though such a promise just couldn't come to pass! 

19 And because his faith was strong, he didn't worry 
about the fact that he was too old to be a father, at the 
age of one hundred, and that Sarah his wife, at ninety, 
was also much too old to have a baby. 

20 But Abraham never doubted. He believed God, 
for his faith and trust grew ever stronger, and he praised 
God for this blessing even before it happened. 

21 He was completely sure that God was well able to 
do anything He promised. 

22 And because of Abraham's faith God forgave his 
sins and declared him "not guilty." 

23 Now this wonderful statement that he was ac
cepted and approved through his faith wasn't just for 
Abraham's benefit. 

24 It was for us, too, assuring us that God will accept 
us in the same way He accepted Abraham when we 
believe the promises of God who brought back Jesus our 
Lord from the dead. 

25 He died for our sins and rose again to make us 
right with God, filling us with God's goodness. 

CHAPTERS 

1 So now, since we have been made right in God's 
sight by faith in His promises, we can have real peace 
with Him because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has 
done for us. 

2 For because of our faith, He has brought us into this 
place of highest privilege where we now stand, and we 
confidently and joyfully look forward to actually be
coming all that God has had in mind for us to be. 

3 We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems 
and trials for we know that they are good for us they help 
us learn to be patient. 

4 And patience develops strength of character in us 
and helps us trust God more each time we use it until 
finally our hope and faith are strong and steady. 

5 Then, when that happens, we are able to hold our 
heads high no matter what happens and know that all is 
well, for we know how dearly God loves us, and we feel 
this warm love everywhere within us because God has 
given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with His love. 

6 When we were utterly helpless with no way of 
escape, Christ came at just the right time and died for us 
sinners who had no use for Him. 

7 Even if we were good, we really wouldn't expect 
anyone to die for us, though, of course, that might be 
barely possible. 

8 But God showed His great love for us by sending 
Christ to die for us while we were still sinners. 

9 And since by His blood He did all this for us as 
sinners, how much more will He do for us now that He 
has declared us not guilty? Now He will save us from all 
of God's wrath to come. 

10 And since, when we were His enemies, we were 
brought back to God by the death of His Son, what 
blessings He must have for us now that we are His 
friends, and He is living within us! 

1 I Now we rejoice in our wonderful new relationship 
with God-all because of what our Lord Jesus Christ has 
done in dying for our sins-making us friends of God. 

12 When Adam sinned, sin entered the entire human 
race. His sin spread death throughout all the world, so 
everything began to grow old and die, for all sinned. 

13 [We know that it was Adam's sin that caused this] 
because although, of course, people were sinning from 
the time of Adam until Moses, God did not in those days 
judge them guilty of death for breaking His laws 
because He had not yet given His laws to them, nor told 
them what He wanted them to do. 
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14 So when their bodies died it was not for their own 
sins since they themselves had never disobeyed God's 
special law against eating the forbidden fruit, as Adam 
had. What a contrast between Adam and Christ who was 
yet to corner 

15 And what a difference between man's sin and 
God's forgiveness! For this one man, Adam, brought 
death to many through his sin. But this one man, Jesus 

I 
��:�;: 

brought forgiveness to many through God's 

16 Adam's one sin brought the penalty of death to I 
many, while Christ freely takes away many sins and 
gives glorious life instead. I 

17 The sin of this one man, Adam, caused death to 
be king over all, but all who will take God's gift of 
forgiveness and acquittal are kings of life because of} 
this one man, Jesus Christ. 

18 Yes, Adam's sin brought punishment to all, but! 
Christ's righteousness makes men right with God, soj 
that they can live. 

19 Adam caused many to be sinners because he) 
disobeyed God, and Christ caused many to be made) 
acceptable to God because He obeyed. 

20 The Ten Commandments were given so that al ' 
could see the extent of their failure to obey God's laws 
But the more we see our sinfulness, the more we se 
God's abounding grace forgiving us. 

21 Before, sin ruled over all men and brought the 
to death, but now God's kindness rules instead, givin/ 
us right standing with God and resulting in eternal lif/ 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
j 

I 

/ 
j 
I 



CHAPTER6 

1 Well then, shall we keep on sinning so that God can 
keep on showing us more and more kindness and 
forgiveness? 

2,3 Of course not! Should we keep on sinning when 
we don't have to? For sin's power over us was broken 
when we became Christians and were baptized to 
become a part of Jesus Christ; through His death the 
power of your sinful nature was shattered. 

4 Your old sin-loving nature was buried with Him by 
baptism when He died, and when God the Father, with 
glorious power, brought Him back to life again, you 
were given His wonderful new life to enjoy. 

5 For you have become a part of Him, and so you died 
with Him, so to speak, when He died and now you share 
His new life, and shall rise as He did. 

6 Your old evil desires were nailed to the cross with 
Him; that part of you that loves to sin was crushed and 
fatally wounded, so that your sin-loving body is no 
longer under sin's control, no longer needs to be a slave 
to sin; 

7 For when you are deadened to sin you are freed 
from all its allure and its power over you. 

8 And since your old sin-loving nature "died" with 
Christ, we know that you wiil share His new life. 

9 Christ rose from the dead and will never die again. 
Death no longer has any power over Him. 

10 He died once for all to end sin's power, but now 
He lives forever in unbroken fellowship with God. 

11 So look upon your old sin nature as dead and 
unresponsive to sin, and instead be alive to God, alert to 
Him, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

12 Do not let sin control your puny body any longer; 
do not give in to its sinful desires. 

13 Do not let any part of your bodies become tools 
of wickedness, to be used for sinning; but give your
selves completely to God--every part of you-for you 
are back from death and you want to be tools in the hands 
of God, to be used for His good purposes. 

14 Sin need never again be your master, for now you 
are no longer tied to the law where sin enslaves you, but 
you are free under God's favor and mercy. 

15 Does this mean that now we can go ahead and sin 
and not worry about it? (For our salvation does not 
depend on keeping the law, but on -receiving God's 
grace!) Of course not! 

16 Don't you realize that you can choose your own 
master? You can choose sin ( with death) or else obedi
ence (with acquittal). The one to whom you offer your 
,self he will take you and be your master and you will be 
his slave. 

17 Thank God that though you once clrose to be 

slaves of sin, now you have obeyed with all your heart 
the teaching to which God has committed you. 

18 And now you are free from your old master, sin; 
and you have become slaves of your new master, 
righteousness. 

19 I speak this way, using the illustration of slaves 
and masters because it is easy to understand just as you 
used to be slaves to all kinds of sin, so now you must let 
yourselves be slaves to all that is right and holy. 

20 In those days when you were slaves of sin you 
didn't bother much with goodness. 

21 And what was the result? Evidently not good, 
since you are ashamed now even to think about those 
things you used to do, for all of them end in eternal 
doom. 

22 But now you are free from the power of sin and 
are slaves of God and His benefits to you include 
holiness and everlasting life. 
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23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of 
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

CHAPTER 7 

1 Don't you understand yet, dear Jewish brothers in 
Christ, that when a person dies the law no longer holds 
him in its power? 

2 Let me illustrate: when a woman marries, the law 
binds her to her husband as long as he is alive. But if he 
dies, she is no longer bound to him; the laws of marriage 
no longer apply to her. 

3 Then she can marry someone else if she wants to. 
That would be wrong while he was alive, but it is 
perfectly all right after he dies. 

4 Your "husband," your master, used to be the 
Jewish law; but you "died," as it were, with Christ on 
the cross; and since you are "dead," you are no longer 
"married to the law," and it has no more control over 
you. Then you came back to fife again when Christ did, 
and are a new person. And now you are "married," so 
to speak, to the one who rose from the dead, so that you 
can produce good fruit, that is, good deeds for God. 

5 When your old nature was still active, sinful desires 
were at work within you, making you want to do 
whatever God said not to, and producing sinful deeds, 
the rotting fruit of death. 

6 But now you need no longer worry about the Jewish 
laws and customs because you "died" while in their 
captivity, and now you can really serve God, not in the 
old way, mechanically obeying a set of rules, but in the 
new way, [ with all of your hearts and minds]. 

7 Well then, am I suggesting that these laws of God 
ar� evil? Of course not! No, the law is not sinful but it 
was the law that showed me my sin. I would never have 



known the sin in my heart the evil desires that are hidden 
there if the law had not said, "You must not have evil 
desires in your heart." 

8 But sin used this law against evil desires by 
reminding me that such desires are wrong and arousing 
all kinds of forbidden desires within me! Only if there 
were no laws to break would there be no sinning. 

9 That is why I felt fine so long as I did not understand 
what the law really demanded. But when I learned the 
truth, I realized that I had broken the law and was a 
sinner, doomed to die. 

10 So far as I was concerned, the good law which was 
supposed to show me the way oflife resulted instead in 
my being given the death penalty. 

11 Sin fooled me by taking the good laws of God and 
using them to make me guilty of death. 

12 But still, you see, the law itself was wholly right 
and good. 

13 But how can that be? Didn't the law curse my 
doom? How then can it be good? No, it was sin, devilish 
stuff that it is, that used what was good to bring about 
my condemnation. So you can see how cunning and 
deadly and damnable it is. For it uses God's good laws 
for its own evil purposes. 

14 The law is good, then, and the trouble is not there 
but with me, because I am sold into slavery with Sin as 
my owner. ,,,.--

15 don't understand myselfat all, for I really want to 
do what is right, but I can't. I do what I don't want to
what I hate. 

16 I know perfectly well that what I am doing is 
wrong, and my bad conscience proves that I agree with 
these laws I am breaking. 

17 But I can't help myself, because I'm no longer 
doing it. It is sin inside me that is stronger than I am that 
makes me do these evil things. 

18 I know I am rotten through and through so far as 
my old sinful nature is concerned. No matter which way 
I turn I can't make myself do right. I want to but I can't. 

19 When I want to do good, I don't; and when I try 
not to do wrong, I do it anyway. 

20 Now ifl am doing what I don't want to, it is plain 
where the trouble is: sin still has me in its evil grasp. 

21 It seems to be a fact oflife that when I want to do 
what is right, I inevitably do what is wrong. 

22 I love to do God's will so far as my new nature is 
concerned; 

23,24,25 But there is something else deep within me, 
in my lower nature, that is at war with my mind and wins 
the fight and makes me a slave to the sin that is still 
within me. In my mind I want to be God's willing 
servant but instead I find myself still enslaved to sin. So 
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you see how it is: my new life tells me to do right, but 
the old nature that is still inside me loves to sin. Oh what 
a terrible predicament I'm in! Who will free me from 
my slavery to this deadly lower nature? Thank God! It 
has been done by Jesus Christ our Lord. He has set me 
free. 

CHAPTERS 
1 So there is now no condemnation awaiting those 

who belong to Christ Jesus. 
2 For the power of the life-giving Spirit and this 

power is mine through Christ Jesus has freed me from 
the vicious circle of sin and death. 

3 We aren't saved from sin's grasp by knowing the 
commandments of God, because we can't and don't 
keep them, but God put into effect a different plan to 
save us. He sent His own Son in a human body like ours 
except that ours are sinful and destroyed sin's control 
over us by giving Himself as a sacrifice for our sins. 

4 So now we can obey God's laws ifwe follow after 
the Holy Spirit and no longer obey the old evil nature 
within us. 

5 Those who let themselves be controlled by their 
lower natures live only to please themselves, but those 
who follow after the Holy Spirit find themselves doing 
those things that please Go�. 

6 Following after the Holy Spirit leads to life and 
peace, but following after the old nature leads to death, 

7 Because the old sinful nature within us is against 
God. It never did obey God's laws and it never will. 

8 That's why those who are still under the control of 
their old sinful selves, bent on following their old evil 
desires, can never please God. 

9 But you are not like that. You are controlled by 
your new nature if you have the Spirit of God living in 
you. (And remember that if anyone doesn't have the 
Spirit of Christ Ii ving in him, he is not a Christian at all.) 

10 Yet, even though Christ lives within you, your 
body will die because of sin; but your spirit will live, for 
Christ has pardoned it. 

/ 11 And if the Spirit of God, who raised up Jesus fro� 
the dead, lives in you, He will make your dying bodies 
live again after ·you die, by means of this same Hol� 
Spirit living within you. · 

12 So, dear brothers, you have no obligations what/ 

�:�r to your old sinful nature to do what it begs you t

i

c 

13 For if you keep on following it you are lost an 
will perish, but if through the power of the Holy Spitj 
you crush it and its evil deeds, you shall live. / 

14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God ate so� 
��� 



15 And so we should not be like cringing, fearful 
slaYes,. butvwe should ·behave ·like God's· v&r''own 
childrenir1adoptetHnto the-ltiosoril bf 'Flis' fafu1If ,c and; 
calling to Him "Father, Father." r.'Hi,�,. ni l·)':.' 

30 And having chosen us� He c,lled .us. to come to 
Him;-and wlieii we came, He decl�edus "not guilty," 
filled us with Christ's ioodness/g�ye

1
usright standing 

I . f "i, 1 •. f ft' "" ' r t°, � ./ .J ' I . ..,, i • 

with Himself, and proinfsedt us His.gl.ocy. - ... 
,, 1 ! I )• ( I ,, " 

- i 6 F oflltis H61y Spirit spe�s 'to iis deep in O i Hearts, 
and tells•us ,that we'teally "are Gotf's chilnrett.h;;( ,, .; Id' 

, J 7 ;;And ·since:we:are His children1\lve will share:His 
treasures for all God gives to His Son Jesus iniow·ours' 
too. But if we.are to share Hi's glory; wen'nist also share 

:, 31 �at c� ��
1 
ever.say ,9 such.)f'?'1��rful \�_ipg� as 

, t�e�e? �rq�d IS ?� QUf S���' ':v,h? ,can �.ver1 b�,agamst US? 
· 32 Smee He

1
d1d not S,P.ar� even �1s;owq �onfor us. 

b�t ga;�:e ?jm �p for us all, wor t fie jalso sur.�ly �:v� us 
1 eve'rythirig else? 

His suffering. , ��. , , ;, .;, ' 1. , ' ) 

18. Y �t ,what we suffor :now is nothing compared to 
the glory :ae will give us later. - · , 

19 Fo'r all creation is waiting patiently and hopefully 
for that future day when God will resuri.ectHis children. 

�0 121 For on that day thorns and thistles; sin, death, 
and decay7the things .that overcame the World against 
its will at God's command-will all disappear, and the 
world aro.':ln�us will share in the glorious freedomfrom 
sin whic.h God's- children enjoy. 

22 For we �ow that even the things of nature; like 
animals and plants, suffer in sickness and death as lhey 
await this great event. 

33 ,Who dru:es. accu�e us whom Q9d h�s �hosen for 
His own? WiU God? No! He is the one who has.forgiven 

, , r ( 

us and given tis right' standing with Himself. 
'34 Who then will condemnus?Will Christ?NO!For 

He is tne one �ho died for us an'4 �am¥ back to life again. 
for us and is 'sitting at the place of highesf honor next to 

.... ,... l' ' . ,< God, p'leadin'g for us there in heaven. 
'35'Who then' can ever keep Christ's love from us? 

·1 7, , I , ' 
When we have trouble or calamity,1 when we are hunted 
down or destroyed, is _it pecause Re doesn't love .us 

, ' 
jl 

·"-

anymore? And if Y'e are hungry, or, p�niless, or in 
danger, or threatened with death, has God deserted us? 

36 No, for the ·scriptures tell us that for His �ewe 
must be ready to face death at every moment of the day 23 And even we Christians, although we have the 

Holy Spirit within ,us. as a foretaste of future glory, also 
groan t�pe released·from pain and su(fering.·W�. too, 
wa.it anxi?usly for that, day when God will give us our 
full rights as His ,cqild�en, including the new bodies He 
has promised us-bodies that 'rill never be sick again 
and will never die. 

. we are like sheep awaiting slaughter; . , 

24 We are. saved by trusting. And trusting means 
looking forward to getting something we don't yet have 
-for a man who already has something doesn't need to 
hope and trust. that he will get it. 

2,5 But if we must keep trusting God for something 
that-hasn't happened yet, it teaches us to wait patiently 
and ,confidently. 

26 And in the same way-by our faith-the Holy 
Spirit helps us with our daily problems and in our 
praying. For we don't even know what we ·should pray 
for, nor how·to pray as we should; but the'Holy Spirit 
prays forus with such feeling that it cannot be expressed 
in words. " 

27 And the Father who knows all hearts knows, of 
course, wl)at therSpirit is\sayirig, as He ple.tds for us in 
ha�ony with p(,l,d�s ,own1wilL "• •'1 ,,r, ,c; ,

J 
-, 

28 Andwe-J.m1>w;thata1Ltha(happens to'Us is'w6riing· ·' 
for our good if we love God and are·called according,to' 
His plans.i �.·f • tJ. 1 ,.,·b ,.l c..'-Y <..ftof. <.,)-i;"-. ,).� . l"- J 

r29.. For ftomi.tb.e. very.beginning�God:decided thaf 
those-.who,came;t! Hiin""4-and all alon'gJHe lrnew Wiio r. 
would-should become like His Son, so tha11 Flis'Son.11 

would;be·11ie:.liirst;1witlf mlit1y�brotners� -; H_ ,z!iY ,.; ,\ 
,s.'J :,no! .. .>mi.2 5ft ;'"--ii:,, :nr 1-I .J"l'.l orl11 ,2orh c' 
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3i Bu t de.spite all this, overwhelming victory is ours 
through Christ who loved us enough to die for us. 

38 For I am convinced that nothing can ever separate 
us from His love. Death can't, and life can't. The an�els 
won't, and all the powers of hell itself cannot keep 
God's love away. Our fears for today, ourworries ab,out 
tomorrow 

39 Or where we are-high above the sky, or jn the 
deepest ocean-nothing will ever be able to separate us 
from the love of God demonstrated by �ur Lord Jesus 
Christ when He died for us. 

1 PETER 

CHAPTER 1 
1 From Peter, Jesus Christ's missionary. To God's 

,, ' • ' � ... fl 

elect, strangers m the world, scattered t�roughout PoJ1-
tus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Ausia, and Bithynia. 

2 Dear friends, God the J[athe�.ch�,e you Jong ago 
and knew1 you would become·H1s ch1idren. And the 

1Holy Spirit has been' at 'work ID -youi"h1earts� clean�ing,' 
! ,.. I ,1 

iyou with the blood of Jesus Christ and majcing you to 
(please Hrin .. M"ay God;bless' you·ri�hii, �d·'�ant you 
, , , • , .. i' ( d.., f .. c,rr:; 1 �)lJ ,, ,J1,_,) 
I increasing fr,ee�om fron1·a11,anxiety anq.(�m;.,_, ,. t. ;>; 
I (o·h.t.ll'l(ti ,, · '11�'

(1
·;,i_.r .tt' lG d' ''

d
""1 

t
]!::.>r-l

f
l · 1 � 
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members of God's own family. Now we live in the hope 
of eternal life because Christ rose again from the dead. 

4 And God has reserved for His children the priceless· 
gift of eternal life; it is kept in heaven for you pure and 
undefiled, beyond the reach of change and decay. 

5 And God, in His mighty power, will make sure thaj 
you get there safely to receive it, because you are 
trusting Him. It will be yours in that coming last day for 
all to see. 

6 So be truly glad! There is wonderful joy ahead, 
even though the going is rough for a while down here. 

7 These trials are only to test your faith, to see 
whether or not it is strong and pure. It is being tested as 
fire tests gold and purifies it-and your faith is far more 
precious to God than mere gold; so if your faith remains 
strong after being tried in the test tube of fiery trials it 
will bring you much praise and glory and honor on the 
day of His return. 

8 You love Him even though you have never seen 
Him; though not seeing Him, you trust Him, and even 
now you are happy with the inexpressible joy that 
comes from heaven itself. 

9 And your further reward for trusting Him will be 
the salvation of your souls. 

10 This salvation was something the prophets did not 
fully understand. Though they wrote about it, they had 
many questions as to what it all could mean. 

11 They wondered what the Spirit of Christ within 
them was talking about, for He told them to write down 
the events which, since then )lave happened to Christ: 
His suffering, and His great glory afterwards. And they 
wondered when and to whom all this would happen. 

12 They were final I y told that these things would not 
occur during their lifetime, but long years later, during 
yours. And now at last this Good News has been plainly 
announced to all of us. It was preached to us in the power 
of the same heaven-sent Holy Spirit who spoke to them; 
and it is all so strange and wonderful that even the angels 
in heaven would give a great deal to know more about 
it. 

13 So now you can look forward soberly and intel
ligently to more of God's kindness to you when Jesus 
Christ returns. 

14 Obey God becauseyou areHischildren; don't slip 
back into your old wa ys--doing evil because you knew 
no better. 

15 But be holy now in everything you do, just as the 
Lord is holy who invited you to be His child. 

16 He Himself has said, "You must be holy, for I am 
holy." 

17 And remember that your heavenly Father to 
whom you pray has no _favorites when He judges. He 

will judge you with perfect justice for everything you 
do, so act in reverent fear of Him from now on until you 
get to heaven. 

18 God paid a ransom to 
1
save you from the impos

sibleroad to heaven which your fathers tried to take, and 
the ransom He paid was not mere gold or silver, as you 
very well know. 

19 But He paid for you with the precious lifeblood of 
Christ, the sinless, spotless Lamb cf God. 

20 God chose Him for this purpose long before the 
world began, but only recently was He brought into 
public view, in these last days, as a blessing to you. 

21 Because of this, your trust can be in God who 
raised Christ from the dead and gave Him great glory. 
Now your faith and hope can rest in Him alone . 

• 

22 Now you can have real love for everyone because 
your souls have been cleansed from selfishness and 
hatred when you trusted Christ to save you; so see to it 
that you really do love each other warmly, with all your 
hearts. 

23 For you have a new life. It was not passed on to 
you from your p

;
ents, for the life they gave you will 

fade away. This n w one will last forever, for it comes 
from Christ, God s ever-living Me�sage to men. 

24 Yes, our natural lives will fade as grass does when 
it becomes all brown and dry. All our greatness is like 
a flower that droops and falls; 

25 But the Word of the Lord last forever. And His 
message is Good News that was preached you. 

CHAPTER2 
1 So get rid of your feelings hatred. Don •t just 

pretend to be good! Be done with dishonesty and 
jealousy and talking about others behind their backs. 

2,3 If you have tasted the Lord's goodness and 
kindness, cry more, as a baby cries for milk-and grow 
strong in the Lord and be saved. 

4 Come to Christ, who is the living Foundation of 
Rock upon which God builds; though men have spurned 
Him, He is very precious to God who has chosen Him 
above others. 

5 And now you have become living building-stones 
for God's use in building His house. What's more, you 
are His holy priests; so come to Him [you are acceptable 
to Him because of Jesus Christ] and offer to God those 
things that please Him. 

6 As the_ Scriptures express it, "See, I am sending 
Christ to be the carefully chosen, precious Cornerstone 
of My Church, and I will never disappoint those who 
trust in Him." 

7, 8 Yes, He is very precious to you who believe; and 
to those who reject Him, well-"The same stone that 
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was rejected by the builders has !become the Corner
stone the most honored and i�portafi\ _part of the 
building." And the Scriptures also say, "He is the Stone 
that some will stumble over, and the Rock that will 
make them fall." They will stumble b�cause they will 
not listen to God's Word, nor obey'it, and so this 
punishment must follow-that they will fall. 

9 But you are not like that, for you have been chosen 
by God Himself-you are priests of the King, .you are 
holy and pure, you are God's very own-all this so that 
you may show to others how God calleayou out of the 
darkness into His wonderful light. 

IO Once you were less than nothing, now you are 
God's own. Once you knew very little of God's kind
ness, now your very lives have been changed by it. 

11 Dear brothers, you are only visitors here. Since 
_your real home is in heaven I beg you to keep away, 
from the evil pleasures of this world; they are not for 
you, for they fight against your very souls. 

12 Be careful how you behave among your unsaved 
neighborsJor then, eyen if they are suspicious of you 
and talk against you, they will end up praising God for 
your good works when Christ returns. 

13 For the Lord's sake, obey every law of your 
government: those of the king as head of the state, 

14 And those of the king's officers, for he has sent 
them to punish all who do wrong, and to honor those 
who do right. 

15 It is God's will that your good lives should silence 
those who foolishly condemn the Gospel without know
ing what it can do. for them, having never experienced 
its power. 

16 You are free from the Jaw, but that doesn't mean 
you are free to do wrong. Live as those who are free to 
do only God's will at all times. 

17 Show respect for everyone. Love Christians 
everywhere. Fear God and honor the government. 

18 Servants, you must respect your masters and 
whatever they tell you-not only if they are kind and 
reasonable, but even if they are tough and cruel. 

19 Praise the Lord if you are punished for doing 
right! 

20 Of course!You get no credit for being patient if 
you are be�ten for doing wrong; but if you do right and 
suffer for it, and are patient beneath the blows, God is 
well pleased. 

21 This suffering is all part of the work God has given 
you .. Christ, who suffered for you, is your example. 
Follow in His steps: 

22 He never sinned, never told a lie. 
23 Never answered back when insulted; when He 

suffered He did not threaten to get even; He left His case 

in the hands of God who always judges fairly. 
24 He peryonally carried the load of o� sins in His 

own body when He died on the cross, so that we can be 
finished with sin and live a good life from now on. For 
His wounds have healed ours! 

25 Like sheep you wandered away from God, but 
now you have returned to your Shepherd, the Guardian 
of your souls who keeps you safe from all attacks. 

CHAPTER3 
1,2 Wives, fit in with your husbands' plans; for then 

if they refuse to listen when you talk to them about the 
Lord, they will be won by your respectful, pure behav
ior. Your godly lives will speak to them better than any 
words. 
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3 Don't be concerned about the outward beauty that 
depends on jewelry, or beautiful clothes, or hair ar
rangement. 

4 Be beautiful inside, in your hearts;· with the lasting 
charm of a gentle and quiet spirit which is so precious 
to God. 

5 That kind of deep beauty was seen in the saintly 
women of old, who trusted God and fitted in with their 
husbands' plans. 

6 Sarah, for instance, obeyed her husband Abraham, 
honoring him as head of the house. And if you do the 
same, you will be following in her steps like good 
daughters and doing what is right, then you will not need 
to fear [offending your husbands]. 

7 You husbands must be careful of your wives, being 
thoughtful of their needs and honoring them as the 
weaker sex. Remember that you and your wife are 
partners in receiving God's blessings, and if you don't 
treat her as you should, your prayers will not get ready 
answers. 

8 And now this word to all of you: You should be like 
one big happy family, full of sympathy toward each 
other, loving one another with tender hearts and humble 
minds. 

9 Don't repay evil for evil. Don't snap back at those 
who say unkind things about you. Instead, pray for 
God's help for them, for we are to be kind to others, and 
God will bless us for it. 

10 If you want a happy, good life, keep control of 
your tongue, and guard your lips from telling lies. 

11 Tum away from evil and do good. Try to live in 
peace even if you must run after it to catch and hold it! 

12 For the Lord is watching His children, listening to 
their prayers but the Lord's face is hard against those 
who do evil. 

13,14,15 Usually no one will hurt you for wanting to 
do good. But even if they should, you are to be envied, 



for God ��11 rew,l!I,5\xo1;1 for it. Quietly trust yourself to 
Christ):oµr Lord aµo if anybo�y asks NVhY you 1believe 
:as you do, 9,r re.ady w teH1hiyi • .and do it ip a g�tle and 

I respectful way,. ' - i (. ') ' ' ' 
16 Do what is right, thyn if wen speak against you, '1 

calling you evil n»µ1es, they will become ashamed of 
themsef ves for falsely, ac�sing you when you have oniy 
done what is 'gooq' 

17 Remember, if God wants you to suffer, it is better 
to suffer for doing good than for doing wrong! 

18 Christ also suffered. He died once for the sins of 
aJl us guilty sinners, although He Himself was innocent 
of any sin at any time, that He might bring us safely 
home to God. But though His body died, His spirit lived 
on. 

19 And it was in the spirit that He visited the spirits 
in prison, and preached to them 

20 Spirits of those who, long before in the days of 
Noah, had refused to listen to God, though He waited 
patiently for them while Noah was building the ark. Yet 
only eight persons were saved from drowning in that 
terrible flood. 

21 (That, by the way, is what baptism pictures for us: 
in baptism we show that we have been save from death 
and doom by the resurrection of Christ; not because our 
bodies are washed clean by the water, but because in 
being baptized we are turning to God and asking Him 
to cleanse our heart from sin.) 

22 And now Christ is in heaven sitting in the place of 
honor next to God the Father, with all the angels and 
powers of heaven bowing before Him and obeying 
Him. 

CHAPTER4 
1 Since Christ suffered and underwent pain; you 

must have the same attitude He did; you must be ready 
to suffer, too. For remember, when your body suffers, 
sin loses its power. 

2 And you won't be spending the rest of your life 
chasing after evil desires, but will be anxious to do the 
will of God. 

3 You have had enough in the past of the evil things 
the godless enjoy-sex sin, lust, getting drunk, wild 
parties, drinking bouts, and the worship of idols, and 
other terrible sins. 

4 Of course, your former friends will be very sur
prised when you don't eagerly join them any more in the 
wicked things they do, and they will laugh at you in 
contempt and scorn. 

S, 6 But just remember that they must face the Judge 
of all, living and dead; they will "e punished for, th� way 
they

1 
have .liyed. ·'J1:tat, is why the Good News lwas . 

preached even to those who were ·d9ad�illed· by'the 
·flood-.-so th'at although 1 their 'b'o'dies' ·,vb-(;: 'pUtiishe7d 
with death, they could ·still live- iii their spirits as God 
lives; . '• ) : 1 , d · - , ; , 

7 The end of the world i� coming' s�ott: Therefor� be 
earnest,' th'oughtful ·men of prayer: 

8 Mo�t important of all, corttinue to sho\v' deep love 
for each other for love makes up forniany of your faults. 

9 Cheerfully share your home with those who need 
a meal or a place to stay for the night. 

10 God has given each of you some special abilities; 
be sure to use them to help each other, passing on to 
others God's many kinds of blessings. 

11 Are you called to preach? Then preach as though 
God Himself were speaking through you. Are you 
called to help others? Do it with all the strength and 
energy that God supplies, so that God will be glorified 
through Jesus Christ-to Him be glory and power 
forever and ever. Amen. 

12 Dear friends, don't be bewildered or surprised 
when you go through the fiery trials ahead, for this is no 
strange, unusual thing that is going to happen to you, 

13 Instead, be really glad-because these trials will 
make you partners with Christ in His suffering, and 
afterwards you will have the wonderful joy of sharing 
His glory in that coming day when it will be displayed. 

i 4 Be happy if you are cursed and insulted for being 
a Christian, for when that happens the Spirit of God will 
come upon you with great glory. 

15 Don't let me hear of your suffering for murdering 
or stealing or making trouble or being a busybody and 
prying into other people's affairs. 

16 But it is no shame to suffer for being a Christi�. 
Praise God for the privilege of being in Christ's family 
and being called by His wonderful name! 

17 For the time has come for judgment, and it must 
begin first among God's own children. And if even we 
who are Christians must be judged, what terrible fate 
awaits those who have never believed in the Lord? 

18 If the righteous are barely saved, what chance will 
the godless have? 

19 So if you are suffering according to God's will, 
keep on doing what is right and trust yourself to the God 
who made you, for He will never fail you. 

CHAPTERS 
1 And now, a word to you elders of the chur�h. I, too, 

am an elder; with my own eyes I saw Christ dying on the 
cross; a.>1d I, too, will share His glory and His hoqor 
when He returns. Fellow elders, this is·my plea to you: 

, 2,3 Feed the flock of God, care· for it willingly, not 
grudgingly;· not for what you will get out of it: but·« 
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because you· are. eager to · serve the Lord. Don't be 
I ty.r.ants, but lead them by your good example; '{, � cJ 6 

, 4 And.when the Head· Shepherd comes, your reWafd 
will be:a never.:ending share in His glory antl ·hdnor. 
··' s·You younger men, follow the leadership ·or those 
who are older. And all of you serve'each' 'Other with 
humble spirits, for God gives special blessings to 'those 
who are humble,'but sets Himself against those who are 
proud.· ' ; 

6 If' you will humble yourselves under the mighty 
hand of God, in His good time He will lift you up. 

7 Let Him have all your worries and cares, for 11e is 
always thinking about you and watching everything 
that concerns you. 

8 Be careful-watch out for attacks from Satan, your 
great enemy. He prowls around like a hungry, roaring 
lion, looking for some victim to tear apart. 

9 Stand firm when he attacks. Trust the Lord; and 
remember that other Christians all around the world are 
going through these sufferings too. 

10 After you have suffered a little while, our God, 
who is full of kindness through Christ, will give you His 
eternal glory. He personally will come and pick you up, 
and set you firmly in place, and make you stronger than 
ever. 

11 To Him be all power over all things, forever and 
ever. Amen. 

12 I am sending this note to you through the courtesy 
of Silvanus who is, in my opinion, a very faithful 
brother. I hope I have encouraged you by this letter for 
I have given you a true statement of the way God 
blesses. What I have told you here should help you to 
stand firmly in His love. 

13 The church here in Rome-she is your sister in the 
Lord-sends you her greetings; so does my son Mark. 

14 Give each other the handshake of Christian love. 
Peace be to all of you who are in Christ. 

Peter 

'l 
1 CORINTHIANS 

( 0 

CHAPTER15 
1 No'\V let me remind you, brothers of what the Gospel 

really is; for it has not changed-it is the same Good News 
I preaehed, to you before. Yo\l welcomed it then and still 
do now. for ¥0\lf faith is·squarely built upon this wonder-
ful messag�; · . , , , . · ,, , ! 

2 A-11d it js,this Good
°
News that saves you if you still ; 

:firmly believe ·it,, unless''of course y�\i 4iever really' b�. 
lieved it in the first place/ ' " 1 • ··i,'. :• , • 

3 I passed on to you right from the first what had been 
-:told· to /me, that Christ die<! for· -0ut sins j� a

s 

the 
Scriptures said"He would. ' - ' 

4 And that He was buried. and that three days after
wards ne arose from the grave just as; the prophets 
-foretold.:. 

S He was seen by Peter and later by the rest of "the 
Twelve.'' 

6 After that He was seen by more than five hundred 
Christian brothers at one 'time, most of whom are still 
alive, though some have died by now. 

7 Then James saw Him and later all the apostles. 
8 Last of all I saw Him too, long after the others, as 

though I had been born almost too late for this. 
9 For I am the least worthy of all the apostles, and I 

shouldn't even be called an apostle at all after the way I 
treated the church of God. 

10 But whatever I am now it is all because God poured 
out such kindness and grace upon me--and not without 
results: for I have worked harder than all the other apostles, 
yet actually I wasn't doing it, but God working in me, to 
bless me. 

11 It makes no difference who worked the hardest, I or 
they; the important thing is that we preached the Gospel to 
you, and you believed it. 

12 But tell me this! Since you believe what we preach, 
that Christ rose from the dead, why are some of you saying 
that dead people will never come back to life again? 

13 For if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ 
must still be dead. 

14 And if He is still dead. then all our preaching is 
useless and your trust in God is empty, worthless, hope
less: 

15 And we apostles are all liars because we have said 
that God raised Christ from the grave, and of course that 
isn't true if the dead do not come back to life again. 

16 If they don't, then Christ is still dead. 
17 And you are very foolish to keep on trusting God to 

save you, and you are still under condemnation for your 
sins; 

18 In that case all Christians who have died are lost! 
19 And if being a Christian is of value to us only now 

in this life, we are the most miserable of creatures. 
20 But the fact is that Christ did actually rise from the 

dead, and has become the first .of millions who will come 
back to life again some day. 

. 21,22,23 Death came into the world because of what 
one man (Adam) did, and it is because'ofwhat this other 
man (Christ) has done that now there is the resurrection 
from the·dead. Everyone dies because all of us are related 
-to Adam, being members of his sinful race, and wherever 
there is sin, death results. But all whoir� related ta Christ 



will rise again. Each, however, in his own turn: Christ rose 
first; then when Christ comes back, all His people will 
become alive again. 

24 After that the end will come when He will turn the 
kingdom over to God the Father, having put down all 
enemies of every kind. 

25, 26, 27 For Christ will be King until He has defeated 
all His enemies, including the last enemy-death. This too 
must be defeated and ended. For the rule and authority 
over all things has been given to Christ by His Father; 
except, of course, Christ does not rule over the Father 
Himself, who gave Him this power to rule. 

28 When Christ has finally won the battle against all 
His enemies, then He, the Son of God, will put Himself 
also under His Father's orders, so that God who has given 
Him the victory over everything else will be utterly su
preme. 

29 If the dead will not come back to life again, then 
what point is there in people being baptized for those who 
are gone? Why do it unless you believe that the dead will 
some day rise again? 

30, 31 And why should we ourselves be continually 
risking our lives, facing death hour by hour? For it is a fact 
that I face death daily; that is as true as my pride in your 
growth in the Lord. 

32 And what value was there in fighting wild beasts
those men ofEphesus-ifit was only for what I gain in this 
life down here? If we will never live again after we die, 
then we might as well go and have ourselves a good time: 
let us eat drink, and be merry. What's the difference? For 
tomorrow we die, and that ends everything! 

3 3 Don't be fooled by those who say such things. If you 
listen to them you will start acting like them. 

34 Get some sense and quit your sinning. For to your 
shame I say it, some of you are not even Christians at all 
and have never really known God 

35, 36 But someone may ask, "How will the dead be 
brought back to life again? What kind ofbodies will they 
have?" What a foolish question! You will find the answer 
in your own garden! When you put a seed into the ground 
it doesn't grow into a plant unless it "dies" first. 

37 And when the green shoot comes up out of the seed, 
it is very different from the seed you first planted. Fo� all 
you put into the ground is a dry little seed of wheat, or 
whatever it is you are planting, 

38 Then God gives it a beautiful new body just the kind 
He wants it to have: a different kind of plant grows from 
each kind of seed. 

39 And just as there are different kinds of seeds and 
plants, so also there are different kinds of flesh. Humans, 
-animals, fish, and birds are ;;II different. 

40 The angels in heaven have bodies far different from 
ours, and the beauty and the glory of their bodies is 
different from the beauty and the glory of ours. 

126 

41, 42 'fhe sun has one kind of glory while the moon 
and stars have another kind. And the stars differ from each 
other in their beauty and brightness. In the.same way, our 
earthly bodies which die and decay are different from the 
bodies we shall have when we come back to life again, for 
they will never die. 

43 The bodies we have now embarrass us for they 
become sick and die; but they will be full of glory when we 
come back to life again. Yes, they are weak, dying bodies 
now, but when we live again they will be full of strength. 

44 They are just human bodies at death, but when they 
come back to life they will be superhuman bodies. For just 
as there are natural, human bodies, there are also super
natural, spiritual bodies. 

45 The Scriptures tell us that the first man. Adam, was 
given a natural, human body but Christ is more than that, 
for He was life-giving Spirit. 

46 First, then, we have these human bo-dies and later on 
God gives us spiritual, heavenly bodies. 

47 Adam was made from the dust of the earth, but 
Christ came from heaven above. 

48 Every human b_eing has a body just like Adam's, 
made of dust, but all who become Christ's will have the 
same kind of body as His-a body from heaven. 

4� Just as each ofus now has a body like Adam's, so 
we shall some day have a body like-Christ's. 

:50, I teH you this, my brothers: an earthly body madeof 
flesh and blood cannot get into God's kingdom. These 
perishable bodies of ours are not the right kind to live 
forever. 

51 But I am telling you this strange and wonderful 
secret: we shall not all die, but we sha11 all be given new 
bodies! 

52 It will all happen in a moment in the twinkling of an 
eye, when the last trumpet is blown. For there will be a 
trumpet blast from the sky and all the Christians who have 
died will suddenly become alive, with new bodies that will 
never, never die; ancl then we who are still alive shall 
suddenly have new bodies too. 

53 For our earthly bodies, the ones we have now that 
can die must be transfj>rmed into heavenly bodies that 
cannot perish but will five forever. 

54 When this happens, then at last this Scripture wil1 
come true-"Death is swa1lowed up in victory." 

55,56 0 death, where then your victory? Where then 
your sting? For sin-the sting that causes death-will a11 
be gone; and the law, which reveals our sins, will no longer 
be our judge. 

57 How we thank God for an of this! It is He who makes 
us victorious- through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

58 So JPY dear brothers, since future victory is sure, be 
strong and steady, always abounding in the Lord's work, 
for yuu know that Qothing you do for the Lord is ever 
wasted as it would be if there were no resurrection. 



The lost son 

"A man had two so�s. When the younger 
told his father, "I want my share of your 
estate now, instead of waiting until you 
die!, his father agreed to divide his wealth 
between his sons. A few days later this 
younger son packed all his belongings and 
took a trip to a distant land, and there 
wasted all his money on parties and pros
titutes. 

About the time that all the money was 
gone, a great famine swept over the land, 
and he began to starve. He persuaded a 
local farmer to hire him to feed his pigs. 
The boy became so hungry that even the 
pods he was feeding to the swine looked 
good to him, but no one gave him any
thing. 

When he finally came to his senses, he 
said to himself, ''At home, even the hired 
men have food enough to spare, and here 
I am, dying ofttunger! I will go home to my 
father and say, "Father I have sinned 
against both heaven and you, and I am no 

nger worthy of being called your son. 
Please take me on as one of your hired 
man". 

So he returned to his father. And while 
he was still a long distance away, his father 
saw him coming, and was filled with loving 
pity and ran out and embraced him and 
kissed him. His son said to him, "Father, 
I have sinned against heaven and you, and 
I am not worthy of being called your son". 
But his father said to the servants, "Quick! 
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Bring the finest robe in the house and put 
it on him. And a jewelled ring for his 
finger; and shoes! And kill the calf we have 
in the fattening pen. We must celebrate 
with a feast. For this son of mine was 
dead and has returned to life. He was 
lost and is found". 

So the p�rty began. Meanwhile, the ol
der son was in the fields working; when he 
returned home, he heard dance music com
ing from the house. So he asked one of the 
servants what was going on. "Your brother 
is back", he was told, "and your father has 
killed the calf we were. fattening and has 
prepared a great feast to celebrate his 
coming home again unharmed." 

The older brother was angry and 
wouldn1t go in. His father came out and 
begged him, but he replied, "All these 
years I've worked hard for you and never 
once refused to do a single thing you told 
me to; and in all that time you never gave 
me even one young goat for a feast with my 
friends. Yet when this son of yours comes 
back after spending your money on prosti
tutes, you celebrate by killing the finest 
calf we have on the place." 

"Look, dear son", his father said to him, 
"you and I are very close, and everything I 
have is yours. 

But it is right to celebrate. For he is 
your brother; and he was dead and' 
has come back

> 
to life! He was lost 

and is found!" Luke 15:11-32 



. 

The rich inan and Lazarus 

. "There was ·a' certain rich' man," 
Jesus said, ��'who �as splendidly clothe·d 
and Jived each_ day i_n mirth and luxury. 

One day Lazarus, a· diseased beggar, 
was laid at his door. · 

As he lay there longing for scraps 
. ' 

from the rich_ man's table, the dogs 
would come and lick his open sores. 

Finally the beggar died and was car
ried by the angels to be with Abrah_am 
in the place of the righteous dead, The 
rich man also died and was buried, 

And his soul went into hell. 
There, in torment, he saw Lazarus in 

the far distance with Abraham. 
'Father Abraham,' he sho\lted, 'have 

some pity! Send Lazarus over here if 
only to dip the tip of his finger in water 
and cool my tongue, for I am in an
guish in these flames.' But Abraham 
said to him, '.Son, remember that dur
ing your lifetime you had everything 
you wanted, and Lazarus had nothing. 
So now he is here being comforted and 
you are in anglliSh. . 
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' And besides, there js � great cha�� 
separating us, and anyone wanting tq 
come to you from here is stopped at its· 
edge; and no cine over there can cro·ss; 
to us.' 

Th�n the rich man said, '0 Father 
Abraham, then please send _him to my, 
father·'s home-For I have five broth ... 
ers-to warn them about-this place of 
torment lest they come here when they 
d. ' 1e., 

But Abraham said, 'The Scriptures 
have warned them again and again. 
Your brothers can read them any time 
they want to.' 

The rich man replied, 'No, Fat"' 

Abraham, they won't bother to 1 

them. But if someone is sent to the 
from the dead, then they will tum fron.1. 
their sins.' 

But Abraham said, 'If they won't 
listen to Moses and the prophets; they 
won't listen even though someone ris�s 
fromthe dead."' 

Luke 16:19-31 
-
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